
“’...now I will send for many fishermen,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘and they will catch them. After that I will send 
for many hunters, and they will hunt them down on 
every mountain and hill and from the crevices of the 

rocks.” Jeremiah 16:16 

Pastor Maury De Young, 
founder of the Kelloggsville 
Church Sportspersons Club and 
new director of Sportspersons 
Ministries International, is 

among the many who crave the fellowship, 
tranquility, and inner peace that being 
intimate with nature and the outdoor sports 
provides. He is also a practicing pastor who 
has helped countless individuals better 
understand the words of God. An avid 
outdoorsman who enjoys hunting deer with a 
bow and firearm, chasing upland birds with 
pointers, waterfowling, rabbit hunting, bird 
watching and a wealth of other outdoor 
pursuits, Maury De Young has found a 
unique way to share his love of the outdoors 
and his love of God with all who will listen. 
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From the airport: Take the access road out of the air-
port. Continue west on 44th Street for several miles until 
you come to Eastern Ave. Turn left (south) and go for 1 
mile to 52nd St. Turn right (west) onto 52nd. The church 
will be on your left. 
From US-131: Take the 54th St. exit and head east for 2 
miles. Church is on right between Division & Eastern. 
From I-96: Take the Highway 6 exit to the Kalamazoo 
exit (this is a brand new highway to be completed in early 
2005, so you may not see it on a map; turn north.  Go 
west on 52nd street. After you cross Eastern Ave., the 
church will be on your left. 
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Helping churches, groups, and individuals start and sustain effective 
ministry to outdoors people within their church and community. 
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This training conference is sponsored by: 

0���� ��	 
�7 	 �� �� �4��� �� �� � � � � � � �� � �� � ���� ��
4����' � �� � � ��� ' �� �� �	 � � � ��	 ��� � �� 	 � 
� � � � � � �

� � �� �8 �� � ���� � � %� 9"%� � $� �
	 � �� � �� ��� �

� � 	 � �� � � � � 	 � 5�� �� �� �� �� � �
!� �� � � � ��	 � � ��

Our purpose: To assist churches, 
groups, and individuals in designing 
ministries that expose outdoor 
people to Christ within their church 
and community, and to develop a 
communication and resource 
network between these ministries. 
· Beginning new ministries that fit 

a specific church or community 
· Assisting current ministries to 

stay or become effective 
· Email and phone coaching 
· Training conferences and 

leadership gatherings 
· Quarterly newsletters 
· On-sight visits and coaching 

contracts 
· And more... 
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$120—first person (before 2/7/05) 

$100—2-4 additional (before 2/7/05) 

$80—5+ additional (before 2/7/05) 

$140—per person (after 2/7/05) 
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Sportspersons Ministries International 
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Kelloggsville Church Sportspersons Club 
5222—33rd St. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49512 
616-534-0085 



For many, a church is the physical “place” 
where they connect with God. For those whose 
passion is found in the outdoors — hikers, 
fishermen and women, hunters, campers, 
etc. — the church is not always that place of 
connection. “I feel closer to God when I’m 
enjoying his creation” is a sentiment shared by 
many outdoors people. For others, God isn’t 
even a part of the equation. If we are to be a 
community of believers, then what can we do 
for those whose passions conflict with “church 
time” and worshipping God? 
 
In 1991, the Kelloggsville Church of Kentwood, 
MI, sought to fill that gap by starting their own 
Sportspersons Club. Thirty-five people 
gathered in a room to watch a hunting video. 
Fourteen years later, Sportspersons Club has 
used seminars, wild fish and game dinners, 
weekend trips, hunters and boaters safety 
classes, fly tying classes, kid’s activities, and 
so much more to connect with 9,000 people, 
more than half of whom are unchurched. 
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In the past several years, Pastor Maury 
DeYoung, the founder of Kelloggsville 
Sportspersons Club, has helped 100 churches 
from 10 different denominations develop their 
own outdoor ministries. Interest has been so 
strong that in 2004, Sportspersons Ministry 
International was founded for the purpose of 
“assisting churches, groups, and individuals to 
design ministries to expose outdoor people to 
the Good News.”  

God has worked in amazing ways through this 
type of ministry. Here are a few examples: 
· A young woman attended a Hunter’s 

Safety class, then a few club seminars. A 
few weeks later while sitting in her tree 
stand, “it all made sense” and she put her 
trust in Jesus. Now she, her husband, and 
her kids are Christians, and  lead a ministry 
in their local church. 

· A rugged outdoorsman and former 
Vietnam Marine Sergeant began attending 
club seminars with his foster boys. 
Gradually, barriers started to crumble. It 
took 8 years, but one day he shared how 
he had put his trust in Jesus. His life was 
so changed that his wife renewed her 
commitment to Christ, and within a year all 
of their children had, as well. 
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Sportsperson’s Club is hosting this unique 
“how-to” conference. This year, we are excited 
to have a new sponsor, the newly formed 
Sportsperson’s Ministries International. Learn 
first-hand how to start and sustain an effective 
outreach ministry for outdoor people. Sign up 
today! 
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Thursday, March 10 
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4:00-4:30 pm  
4:30-6:30 pm 

 
  

7:00-9:15 pm 

Registration, tour facilities 
Session 1: The Story of Kelloggsville 
Church Sportspersons Club. Dinner 
immediately following. 
Fishing Seminar and “Kid’s Trails": 
your chance to be a part of a live 
Sportspersons Club seminar! 

Friday, March 11 
8:00-8:30 am  
8:30-9:30 am 

 
9:30-10:30 am 

 
10:30-11:00 am  
11:00-11:45 am 

 
11:45-12:45 pm 
12:45-1:30 pm 

 
 

1:30-2:30 pm 
 

2:30-3:00 pm 
3:00-5:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5:00-7:00 pm 
7:00-8:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

8:00 pm 
Evening 

Coffee, Juice, and Rolls 
Worship and short talk on Biblical 
basis for ministry (Part I) 
Session 2: Planning a ministry that 
best fits your church and community 
BREAK 
Session 3: Developing a leadership 
team 
Lunch at the church 
Session 4: How Sportsperson’s 
Ministries International can help your 
ministry 
Session 5: Avoiding Common 
Mistakes 
BREAK 
Session 6: Ministry Start-up I 
  -Breakaways: 

· Scheduling seminars 
· Fishing contests 
· Planning special outings 
· Advanced session for 

leaders of existing clubs 
BREAK 
Session 7: Ministry Start-up II 
  -Breakaways: 

· Developing a Kid’s 
Ministry 

· Fly-tying class 
Dessert 
Archery/Shooting Range and Youth 
Room will be open for your use. Bring 
your own bow or we can loan you one. 

Saturday, March 12 
7:30-8:00 am  
8:00-9:00 am 

 
9:00-10:00 am  

 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am 

Coffee, Juice, and Rolls 
Worship, short talk on Biblical basis 
for ministry (Part II) 
Session 8: Ministry Start-up III  
  -Breakaways: 

· Fish and Game Dinners 
· Bow Shoots 
· Safety Classes 
· Advanced session 

BREAK 

· First person: $120 
 
· 2-4 additional people from the same 

group/church: $100 each 
 
· 5 or more additional people: $80 each 

· A man who came to Sunday worship, but 
always made a beeline for the door as 
soon as the service ended, started 
attending some Sportspersons activities. 
He is now actively involved in leadership in 
both the club and the church, because 
someone took the time to get to know him. 
Now his wife can’t get him out of church 
after Sunday services are done! 

Saturday, March 12, cont. 
10:15-11:30 am 

  
11:30-noon 

Noon-1:00 pm 
 

AFTERNOON 

Session 9: Planning for ministry in 
your own setting 
Session 10: Focus on Relationships 
Session 11: Let God lead as you 
move ahead 
Possible leadership event/sharing for 
leaders of existing clubs. Saturday-
Sunday excursion if enough interest. 
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Early Bird (By Feb. 7, 2005) 

· $140 per person 

After Feb. 7, 2005 

Use the Registration 
Form in this Brochure 
or call 616-534-0085 
to register by phone! 


