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Cultivate a deeper walk with Christ 
with the new, updated  

Devotions for the Man in the Mirror

Patrick M. Morley challenges men not to settle for a watered-down 

version of Christianity. Reflecting Jesus in all aspects of life requires a 

complete, no-regrets surrender to Him. By fully submitting to Christ, 

believers will find the true freedom that only Jesus offers. With 75 

short, powerful readings, men will find meaning and purpose as 

they deepen their relationship with God and seek to become more 

obedient in their careers, finances, and relationships. 

For more information or to purchase a copy of 

Devotions for the Man in the Mirror 25th Anniversary 
Edition, visit maninthemirror.org

Available 
November 

2015

&MIM 25— The Man in the Mirror, 25th Anniversary—
Chapter 11: Money

&MIM 25—Chapter 17: Fear
&MIM 25— Chapter 24: How Can a Man Change?
:MIMBS 1— The Monumental Task of Accepting You
:MIMBS 2— One Year Bible: The Strange Things that 

Jesus Said
:MIMBS 3— Hanging Out—Critics

:MIMBS 4— Task 4—Create a Grace-Based Home
:MIMBS 5— The Life of David—The Beauty of 

Male Friendships
:MIMBS 6— WKRB—Godly Behavior
:MIMBS 7— The Birth of Jesus
:MIMBS 8— The Key to Lasting Change  

(David Delk) 
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qFirst Things First
by Dr. Patrick Morley, Founder and Chairman of Man in the Mirror

We have a “men problem” that’s getting worse, not better. Young men especially 
are paying the price. Many are in chaos, and all are struggling to figure out how to 
do life in an increasingly secular world that is gutting the institutions of marriage 
and family. 

A young man in his late 20s asked me to mentor him. On our fourth visit—long 
enough for him to size up whether or not he would trust me—he sat down and 
said, “I have a mediocre business, a mediocre marriage, and a mediocre relation-
ship with God.” And then he sat back, a sense of relief sweeping over him as he 
finally got it off his chest. 

How did this happen to him? His father, though in 
the home, had never shown his son the ropes. He 

had never tutored him in the ways of manhood. He 
wasn’t in the picture. His father didn’t have a plan 

to raise a man. He was, in essence, a “practical” 
orphan.

Many young men today are growing up as 
“practical” orphans. They’ve been left to 
“guess” at what normal male behavior looks 
like. There has to be a better way. Who will 
take responsibility for these men—to mentor 
and disciple them in the ways of manhood? 

God’s solution is for mature men to take 
younger men under their wings and show 
them how to walk the Christian life. “In the 
same way, encourage the young men to live 
wisely. And you yourself must be an example 

to them by doing good works of every kind. Let everything you do reflect the 
integrity and seriousness of your teaching” (Titus 2:6, 7 nlt).

Discipling young men cannot be a mass-production. I can’t disciple young men by 
teaching them in my large Bible Study. Men need individual attention. Mentoring 
is very situational. When a young man is trying to figure out why his wife thinks 
he’s neglecting her, or whether to walk away from a home mortgage that’s twice as 
much as the home is worth, he needs a person to care and listen to him. 

Who is going to show the ropes to all those young men whose fathers are not in 
the picture? Moms can only go so far. It takes a man to teach a man how to be a 
man. 

Until every church disciples every man... 
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q A Window into the Generation
There were more than 33 million people engaged in fantasy football teams last year. Some 
of these are middle-aged guys in office pools, but I know from my son’s experience that 
there are thousands of young men spending time, energy, and passion on their teams.

I was eating lunch with a 20-year-old college guy in Jacksonville last season, and the 
Cowboys-Jaguars game was on. I thought it was weird when he gave a little whoop as the 
Cowboys scored. “Oh, you’re a Cowboys fan?” I asked. “No,” he replied. “I’m rooting for the 
Jags to win, but I’ve got Tony Romo on my fantasy team.” Inwardly, I rolled my eyes. Rooting 
for individual players over your favorite team is hard for me to accept.

Likewise, many of us rant about “kids these days” living in their parents’ basement playing 
video games all day. We write condescending blog posts and cluck our tongues like old 
ladies. 

Take the Call of Duty game franchise. 
Since the release of Call of Duty Finest 
Hour in 2004—which sold a “measly” 
4.5 million copies—sales have risen 
dramatically. 2012’s Call of Duty 
Modern Warfare 3 sold 26.5 million 
copies. This chart shows a combined 
sales record of 124.65 million. That’s 
not dollars; that’s units. And several 
newer versions of the game have 
come out since.

I recently spent time with a young 
man who spends enough time playing 
Call of Duty that he is ranked in the top 
five in the world in Call of Duty Black 
Ops 2. I’ve known this young man for 
his whole life. I’ll call him Ian. 

Ian is not some pasty-faced screen zombie with no life. He juggles being an honor student at 
school, playing violin in several orchestras, and catcher on his baseball team with this video 
game hobby—Black Ops 2 being only one of the games he likes to play.

Ian is my 13-year-old nephew. His mom ensures that his “screen time” is only available after 
homework and violin practice are done and doesn’t delay bedtime. Of course, that doesn’t 
keep him from getting up at 5:30 in the morning sometimes and slipping down to play. He 
told me that’s the best time to play with kids in Korea and Japan.

And that’s the key, right there. That’s where the eye rolling and clucking fall apart.

I had an “aha moment” when I walked in the room where he was playing—which actually is 
the basement. He was talking as he played, and I thought maybe the kid had gone a little 
nuts. That’s when I realized he had a headset on. Ian doesn’t play video games in a dark 
basement in his bathrobe by himself. He plays with a headset on and shares his experience 
with kids from his school in the evenings—and even from around the world at times! They 
play in teams to beat the computer or other teams. 

No  Man Left Behind: 
Reaching Millenials

by Brett Clemmer, Vice President of Man in the Mirror

Much has been written about this group of men and women born between 1985 
and 2000, often called Millennials, or Mosaics. They grew up in a fundamentally 
different world than previous generations, never knowing a world without cell 
phones or the internet. 

Their disinterest in organized 
religion is well documented. 
In one study, the Pew Center 
asked people their religious 
affiliation and found that a 
large number of people no 
longer affiliate themselves 
with any specific religion. 
This is sometimes called “the 
rise of the ‘nones.’” 

The “Nones”
The study revealed a troubling trend. In the oldest generation—those over 
65—only 9% of the population have no religious affiliation. But as you go into 
successively younger generations, you see a larger and larger number until you get 
to the Millennials, where 32% express no religious affiliation. 

Another study by The Barna Group found that 59% of 18–29 year olds with a 
Christian background have stopped attending church after attending regularly 
growing up.

The news is not, however, all bad. The number of “Nones” from The Pew Center 
study who call themselves atheists is still very low; many express that they pray 
regularly, believe in heaven and hell and even look to the Bible as a source of truth.

Likewise, a separate study from Barna for Intervarsity and the American Bible 
Society found that Millennials who are in church still hold a very high view of the 
Bible. For instance, 96% say it is the Word of God and that it contains everything 
a person needs to know about living a meaningful life. Millennials outside the 
church, however, are at best ambivalent, often holding negative views about the 
Bible. I suspect they see it as a heavy book they have been beaten over the head 
with.

So what are Millennials doing? If we’re going to reach them, we need to know how 
and where to find them.

5No Young Man Left Behind continues on page 58 ▶4
1 Source: Aggregated data from surveys conducted by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, 
January–July 2012. 

Source: www.vgchartz.com/article/250163/call-of-duty-a-sales-history
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Our church has a tradition of making Thanksgiving baskets for 
the needy. The church purchases turkeys and the congregation 
donates all the fixings to make a great Thanksgiving dinner. The 
day before Thanksgiving, volunteers make up the baskets and 
deliver to the families in need. The volunteers are so blessed from 
the overwhelming appreciation. It really is more blessed to give 
than receive!

—John Williams, First Coast (FL) Coalition For Men’s Discipleship (CMD)

After years of the whole dinner at one person’s house, my wife 
decided to try a progressive dinner. We start at our apartment 
with appetizers and then to her sister’s house for salad. We head 
to the grandparents’ house for turkey, potatoes, gravy and green 
beans and our first nap. Later, we finish the day at my in-law’s 
house with pumpkin pie . . . and another round of naps!
—Chris Rondeau, Western Upstate (SC) CMD

As we have no family in the area, each year we gather with friends 
for dinner. During dinner, each person writes on a slip of paper 
the things they are thankful for. The slips are randomly drawn out 
of a jar and read and then we try and guess who wrote it. 
—Rob Hunner, Alaska’s Frontier CMD

Every year, my extended family gathers at my sister’s house. We 
have two turkeys—one roasted by my brother-in-law, and one 
fried by me. (I have a “Real Men Fry Turkeys” apron.) We play 
horseshoes and other games before dinner, and during the meal 
we pause and discuss what we are thankful for. After dinner, we 
take family photos.
—Michael Grimm, East Central Arizona CMD

I grew up in a very large family, so having extended family visit at 
Thanksgiving meant having to set up more than one table. Being 
the last of 11 children, it often felt like I’d never graduate to the 
“big people” table. It was like being on the outside looking in. 
Finally getting there was like becoming a real insider.
—Jeff Dionne, Pine Tree (ME) CMD

Our church is a relatively small congregation. Every Thanksgiving 
season—usually the Sunday before the big day—we have a 
Thanksgiving feast at the church. Everyone brings a main course, 
side dish, or dessert to share and we enjoy a great meal and 
fellowship after the worship service.
—Dave Armstrong, Greater Philadelphia North CMD

Field Staff  Speaks Out:
What Thanksgiving Traditions Have Been Meaningful To You?



duty, and privilege, to disciple others. And if you have not been discipled, find someone to 
show you the ropes—no matter how old you are. The fate of young men, their marriages, 
and their families hangs in the balance. This battle for men’s souls is a battle we can win. We 
cannot, we must not and, by God’s grace, we will not fail. I can’t wait to see what the next 25 
years will bring. 
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Christian Manhood:  
A 25 Year Perspective

by Dr. Patrick Morley, Founder and Chairman of Man in the Mirror

“Is it harder or easier to be a Christian man 
today than 25 years ago?”

This was a question put to me at a Bible study of about 20 
younger men, prompted by the release of the 25th anni-
versary edition on The Man in the Mirror. After thinking 
about it for a while, here is my answer:

A lot has changed over the last 25 years. Positively, our 
productivity and material standard of living have soared, 
thanks to the digital revolution. Who would want to 
give up Google, Amazon, or their smart phone? Not 
me! Negatively, our moral/spiritual/relational standard 
of living has plummeted. Think Internet pornography, 
explicit prime time sex, and how the institutions of 
marriage and family have been gutted.

Yet, when it comes to what it takes to be a man, not much has changed. Jesus 
Christ hasn’t changed. Human nature hasn’t changed. The human heart hasn’t 
changed. What it means to be a disciple hasn’t changed. How men become disci-

ples hasn’t changed. 

What has changed, however, is the 
ability of men—especially younger 
men—to “execute” their manhood.

In some ways, it is easier to be a 
Christian man because the difference 
between a secular man and a Christian 
is more highly contrasted. The choice is 

more clear. And there are more excellent discipleship resources available than ever 
before. 

But that’s only part of the story. In other ways, it’s harder to be a Christian man 
today. Why? Because an increasing number of younger men do not have a father 
figure to show them the ropes of biblical manhood. And to make matters worse, 
not enough mature Christian men have the guts to get out of their comfort zone 
and disciple younger guys how to be godly men, husbands and fathers. That is 
beginning to change, but we have a lot of work to do and a long way to go.

The “net net” is that while what it takes to be a man hasn’t changed, many younger 
men don’t know what biblical manhood looks like. They have been abandoned to 
figure it out for themselves. 

But all the young men I speak to genuinely want mature Christian men to show 
them the ropes. So if you have been discipled, remember that it is your solemn 

• PATRICK MORLEY
The author of 20 books, Patrick Morley, PhD, is best known for writing The Man in 
the Mirror, with more than three million copies in print. He is Founder and Chairman 
of Man in the Mirror and has been teaching a weekly Bible Study to thousands 
of men for over 25 years. Pat and his wife, Patsy, live in Winter Park, Florida. 
www.maninthemirror.org
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Session 1

Vigilance: 
When I  
Act

Session 2

Faith: 
What I 
Believe

Session 3

Courage: 
Who I 
Trust

Session 4

Strength: 
How I 
Prepare

Session 5

Love: 
Whose I 
Am
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Your Spring  
Kick-Off Event

Launch your 
2016 ministry 

with this interactive 
event and six-week 

follow-up group study. 

End-of-Year Special: 
Schedule by December 31 

and save up to $375! 

Call Man in the Mirror  
for details at 407.472.2100.  
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This article is an excerpt from Pat's blog 
at PatrickMorley.com. Would you like to 
read more about becoming a disciple and a 
disciple maker? Subscribe today to receive 
Pat's writings on a regular basis. 

(      )This battle for 
men’s souls is a 

battle we can win. 
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Get all your men engaged in the regular study of God’s Word by 
using this magazine as a small group tool. At the end of each week’s devotions, 
you’ll see a box containing discussion questions and exercises. These can form the 
basis of your time together. These pages supplement those questions with addi-
tional steps. If you use this magazine with your men this quarter you will have:

 Equipping Your  
 Men’s Small Group
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üü Chosen a way for your group to be
 involved in the spiritu

al 

growth of your members.

üü Acknowledged the importance of “building y
our house on the 

rock.”

üü Prayed for people in yo
ur life who need to hear and a

ccept 

the message of salvation.

üü Memorized and meditated on the Scripture verse 1 John 4
:8.

üü Spent time in prayer asking God to use you in courag
eous 

ways.

üü Discussed with your wife how your home can best reflect 

God’s grace.

üü Recognized the importance of obeying th
e Lord as a result 

of connecting with Him.

üü Determined a way for your group to w
ork together for a 

cause or injustice in yo
ur community.

üü Given God thanks for all of the blessin
gs in your life and 

blessed another person
 or family.

üü Asked God to increase a chara
cteristic in your life le

ading 

to whole-hearted devotion.

üü Discussed ways God could be honored in
 one of your current 

financial situations.

üü Decided on a way your group can be bl
ess or encourage 

someone this Christmas Season.

üü Celebrated the birth of
 Christ through worship, prayer and 

fellowship with family and friends.

Continued on page 12 ▶
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r 10/1–10/4: This week your men will gain spiritual insights regarding 
our responsibility toward believers in all phases of maturity. Suggested 
Action Step (SAS): Recall a time when you experienced spiritual growth. How 
did you recognize that or what did that look like? Are there ways we can help 
in one another’s spiritual maturity? Make a list of those suggestions. Which of 
those ways would we like to commit to doing with and for each other?

r 10/5–10/11: In this week of devotions you’ll learn about the value of building 
your house upon the rock rather than the sand. SAS: On a large piece of paper 
or whiteboard, list some current events that shake men’s foundations. 
Which of those events are you able to control? What can you do about 
the uncontrollable events in your lives? From last week, share your efforts 
in making a grace-based change in a relationship.

r 10/12–10/18: This week’s devotions give insight into 
how the Good News of Jesus was received during His earthly ministry 
and today. SAS: Think back to the time that you first heard the Gospel 
message of salvation. What things about that situation or the message 
impacted you the most? Why? In groups of two, spend five minutes in 
prayer for people in your lives who need to hear the Good News of Jesus.

r 10/19–10/25: The theme of this week’s devotions is that God’s love 
is so trustworthy that it can set you free from your fear. SAS: Read 1 
John 4:8 aloud from several different versions or translations of the Bible 
(New Living Translation, The Amplified Version, The Message and others). 
Discuss how the words from different versions spoke to you. Choose one of 
the versions of the verse to memorize and meditate on it over the next week.

r 10/26–11/1: Our devotional theme is that God desires us to move 
away from our fears and into courage as we are empowered by 
our faith in Him. SAS: Go to www.youtube.com and watch the video 
“Courageous” by Casting Crowns. Part of those lyrics are: “The only way we’ll 
ever stand is on our knees with lifted hands, Make us courageous. Lord, 
make us courageous.” Spend the next 5–10 minutes praying in small groups 
and asking God to use you in courageous ways. 

r 11/2–11/8: This week your men will learn the value of a grace-based 
home and the impact a godly father has on the home. SAS: Review 
the characteristics of a grace-based home found on page 34.  During this 
next week, spend some time with your wife discussing ways your home is 
reflecting God’s grace and areas that your family may need more of God’s 
grace. 

r 11/9–11/15: This week your men will see the importance of 
obedience as a result of connecting to the Lord. SAS: Ask each 
man to write down one area of their spiritual life where they have 

obeyed for the wrong motivation (giving, prayer, church attendance, 

▶ Equipping Your Men’s Small Group continued from page 11
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etc.). Ask them to pray for a way to change that motivation to one that results from 
connecting to the Lord.

r 11/16–11/22: This week you will get to see how King David dealt 
with injustices and resisted revenge. SAS: With your group, discuss 
injustices that may be going on in your community or in the world. Decide 
if there is a way to get involved in a godly way and pray about how your 
group could become active for that cause. 

r 11/23–11/29: Our devotional theme is the 
power that prayer has on your life and the lives 
of others. SAS: The week of Thanksgiving gives you a great 
opportunity to give thanks and also give others a reason to give 
thanks. At the end of each weekday, spend 3–5 minutes giving 
God praise for the ways He is working in your life. Over the 
weekend, think of a person or family who may be in need. Plan 

on at least one way to bless them. 

r 11/30–12/6: This week we will see that God is not satisfied with 
an undivided heart or partial surrender but desires our whole-
hearted devotion. SAS: On a white board or large piece of paper, 
make a list of people (living or dead) who have lived their lives 
whole-heartedly. Now list their common characteristics. Which of 
those characteristics would you like to see God increase in your 
life? In groups of 2–3, spend time in prayer for one another’s needed characteristics. 

r 12/7–12/13: Throughout these devotions you will learn the differ-
ence between serving your money and serving God with your 

money. SAS: Think of a time when you believed money or wealth 
would satisfy your desires. Discuss ways that money did satisfy 

and the ways it disappointed. Write down one current financial 
issue of concern and then write down how God could be honored 
in that situation. 

r 12/14–12/20: These devotions 
focus on the fact that money is a tool 
that can be used for good or evil in 
your life. As a group, discuss ways that 

your group could use your finances to bless or encourage someone during this Christmas 
season. (A grocery store gift card, Christmas gifts for a family, a meal for several needy fami-
lies or new families to your community.) Decide on one of those things to do as a group. 

r 12/21–12/31: For the week of Christmas, these devotions remind 
you of the true meaning of the season and the great gift of God’s 
Son! Enjoy this week through worshipping at a Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day service, being with family and friends, and in quiet devo-
tion to our Lord and Savior!
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ October 1–4: Read these definitions aloud to the group: Immature–not fully grown or 
developed; Weak–not strong; liable to yield, break, or collapse under pressure or strain.

 • Describe a time when you felt weak or immature. What were the consequences of 
that weakness or immaturity? 

 • Who or what helped you strengthen or mature during that time?

 • Have you had the opportunity to help or serve someone during their time of weak-
ness? What impact did that make on your life and the person you served?

Christians, to preach and teach His word.
Jesus ministered to individuals in indi-

vidual, unique ways. He did not speak to 
everyone in the same manner or minister 
to them in the same way. He knew the heart 
and needs of each person and presented His 
message in the best possible way for them. 

Ministry and maturity cannot be for-
mulated for everyone as a whole. There is 
no algebraic equation that will automati-
cally get a person from unsaved to saved 
to mature believer. We need to open our-

selves to the transforming power of 
God’s grace in our lives each day. 

Then we need to allow God to 
work on each other’s hearts and 
minds in His time. :MIMBS 1

What are some ways that 
your group can encourage 
a young believer that you 
know? Talk to your group and 
implement a next step.

Daily Reading: Isaiah 
66:1–24, Jeremiah 1:1–4:18, 
Philippians 3:4–4:23, 
Colossians 1:1–17, Psalm 
74:1–76:12, Proverbs 
24:15–22

In His earthly ministry, Jesus varied His 
method and approach to ministry with 
almost every person or situation He 
encountered. 

He celebrated at the wedding and 
turned water into wine. When He met the 
Samaritan woman at the well, He knew that 
she had been married several times and 
had a poor reputation. Just speaking to a 
woman, and especially a Samaritan woman, 
was unacceptable in that culture. But He 
spoke to her and let her know that He knew 
about her life. He turned over the tables of 
the money changers at the temple. Before 
speaking to a large 
crowd of people, He 
made sure they were 
well-fed by turning a 
few fishes and loaves 
of bread into enough 
food for everyone. 
He told Peter that he 
would betray Him, 
and Peter vehemently 
denied it. When 
Peter did betray Jesus 
three times, Jesus for-
gave him and loved 
him anyway. He used 
Paul, a murderer of 

q Friday, Saturday, Sunday—October 2, 3, 4 • Christ’s Example 

 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.
Romans 14:19 

How to Use This Devotional
To make the most of Equipping the Man in the Mirror, we have dissected a devotional 
so you don’t miss any aspect of the magazine (see below).

Completion checkbox

One-year Bible 
daily reading

Correlating 
Scripture

Source 
material

Discussion/journal questions

q Thursday—October 1 • Worldwide Believers 

 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants 
stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Romans 14:4 

What does a man of faith look like in India? How do you share your faith in China? 
Does a church in Chicago minister in the same way as a church in Seoul or Sao 
Paulo or Cape Town? Will the community outreach look the same for a small, rural 
church in Iowa as it does for an urban church in Manhattan or Miami?

There are tenets of faith that unite believers around the world. We believe we are 
sinners in need of a Savior and that God sent His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins. But 
there are many differences as well. 

The apostle Paul tells us that we must be tolerant and accepting of the traditions, 
preferences, and culture of others. He teaches that we have a responsibility to accept 
people in spite of the way they eat or handle the holy days. Each of us are imperfect 
servants of a perfect Master. :MIMBS 1

Is it easy for you to relate to people who have different preferences than you in doctrine, 
entertainment, or politics? Why or why not?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 62:6–65:25, Philippians 2:19–3:3, Psalm 73:1–28, Proverbs 24:13–14

14
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anyone to accept Him as just another good 
guy. He left us with three options: either 
He’s a liar, a lunatic, or He really is who He 
claims to be—King of kings and Lord of 
lords, supreme ruler of the universe, and 
the one who deserves to be Lord of every 
person’s life. :MIMBS 2

Who do you know that is still waiting for more 
convincing evidence before they make a 
commitment to Christ? Pray with some other 
men that they would come to faith in Christ, 
and ask God to show you your role in that 
decision. 

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 10:1–11:23, 
Colossians 3:18–4:18, Psalm 78:56–72, 
Proverbs 24:28–29

Scripture tells us that Jesus’ disciple 
Thomas needed personal evidence that 
Jesus had, indeed, risen from the grave. 
Perhaps you are dealing with similar doubts 
about Jesus’ identity. Ask Jesus to reveal 
Himself to you, and let Him remind you 
of the claims He made when He lived on 
earth. I encourage you to repent from your 
doubting and choose to believe, even before 
you see the evidence of Christ’s divinity. 
According to Jesus, you’ll be blessed.

Or perhaps you live or work with a 
doubter. Prayerfully consider present-
ing to that person the claims Jesus made 
about Himself. Jesus’ own words call every 
person to a point of decision. Don’t be 
afraid to present the idea that, when Jesus 
made those claims, He didn’t leave room for 

qü Thursday—October 8 • Dealing with Doubt

 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My 

Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

John 20:27–30

for a donation. When I left the business 
world, the honors stopped, but I was okay 
with that, because I was in relationship 
with Jesus Christ. He is my first, best, high-
est and greatest thought in every situation. 
Jesus is the all-sufficient answer to every 
need. If you’ve been double-minded in your 
relationship with Jesus, surrender to Him 
and trust His sufficiency. :MIMBS 2

Jesus desires a singular focus in our 
relationship with Him. What things in your life 
compete for His rightful place in your heart and 
in your mind?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 8:8–9:26, Colossians 
3:1–17, Psalm 78:32–55, Proverbs 24:27

Some men live as if Jesus’ claims about 
Himself might be true, but they really only 
matter on Sundays. Those men are double-
minded. They visit Christianity, but they 
don’t live there. Or perhaps they’ve been 
Christians for so long they’ve allowed their 
view of Jesus to be diminished by other 
demands on their attention. Those men 
need to understand that the mere concept 
of Jesus is bigger and greater than any other 
idea they will ever have. 

When I was in business, I received awards 
from universities and business groups. I 
soon learned that no worldly honor comes 
without an ulterior motive—usually seek-
ing a donation, or expressing appreciation 

qü Wednesday—October 7 • A Cure for the Double-Minded

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other . . . You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes 

of others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.” 
Luke 16:13, 15

Jesus’ claims do not leave room for a luke-
warm reaction. They leave only three options 
for how we view Him. We can see Him as a 
liar, the author of a huge hoax. We can see 
Him as a lunatic, not responsible for any 
false claims because He was crazy. Or we can 
see Him as Lord, the embodiment of all the 
claims He made for Himself. :MIMBS 2

How would you answer someone who said that 
Jesus was a great moral teacher, but nothing 
more?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 6:16–8:7, Colossians 
2:8–23, Psalm 78:1–31, Proverbs 24:26 

Some people say Jesus was just a great 
teacher. C.S. Lewis answered that in his 
book Mere Christianity. He wrote, “A man 
who is merely a man and said the sort of 
things Jesus said, would not be a great 
moral teacher. He would either be a luna-
tic—on a level with a man who says he is a 
poached egg—or else he would be the Devil 
of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else 
a mad man or something worse . . . let us not 
come with any patronizing nonsense about 
his being a great human teacher. He has not 
left that open to us.”

q Tuesday—October 6 • Hot or Cold Reaction

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus 
answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 

such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”
John 14:8–9

resurrection and the life. Then He went to 
the tomb and called to the dead man, and 
Lazarus walked out, still wearing his grave 

clothes. Jesus’ power over 
death put an exclamation 
point on His claim to be the 
resurrection and the life.

That day at Martha’s 
house, people had to 
decide what they believed 
about Jesus. We still must 
decide—will we believe His 
claims, or not? :MIMBS 2

How do you think people responded to Jesus’ 
claims when they heard them from His own 
lips? How would people respond today?

Daily Reading: Daily Reading: Jeremiah 4:19–
6:15, Colossians 1:18–2:7, Psalm 77:1–20, 
Proverbs 24:23–25

Several years ago, I walked into a morn-
ing Bible study after being away for a couple 
of weeks. I said, “It feels good to be back! 
You all know my life, 
my teaching. You know 
how I have conducted 
myself. Now, listen to 
me, because I’m tell-
ing you the truth. I am 
the resurrection and the 
life, and if you believe in 
me, you’ll never perish.”

Several men looked 
sideways at each other before they laughed 
nervously. Claims like that make people 
uncomfortable. Jesus knew that, yet He 
didn’t shy away from revealing His identity. 
In this particular instance, when talking to 
His friend, Martha, about the death of her 
brother, Lazarus, Jesus claimed to be the 

q Monday—October 5 • The Strangest Things

 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 11:25–26
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ For October 5–11: Share some ways that men build their houses on sand and ways they 
build their houses on the rock.

 • When do you see the consequences of someone’s choice of a particular foundation?

 • How has your choice of a foundation made a difference at critical times?

 • How does the world try to influence the way you build? How does your relationship 
with God give you a “rock-solid” foundation?

rejected things he did not understand. 
So much of what people reject about the 

church or Christianity is not necessar-
ily biblical truth. It may be 
the hurt that someone in the 
church has caused or the mis-
direction of a man-made rule 
or law. We need to know the 
Bible so we can answer ques-
tions with authority and 
grace. :MIMBS 3

With some brothers, think of 
some misconceptions about 
Christianity. How would you 
answer those misconceptions 
from Scripture itself?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 22:1–
23:20, 2 Thessalonians 1:1–12, 
Psalm 83:1–18, Proverbs 
25:11–14

On a recent plane trip, I found myself 
sitting next to an executive. In our conver-
sation, he shared that he had grown up in 
the church but that he 
abandoned his faith—
or at least the faith 
of his parents. Here, 
60 years later, he was 
still hostile and bitter 
about his church 
experience. 

He interrogated me 
about my religious 
beliefs. He would 
often ask, “How do 
you know?” Most of 
my answers were, “I 
read it in the Bible.” 
While he had rejected 
most religious beliefs, 
he had not actually 
read the Bible! He had 

qü Tuesday—October 13 • Know the Basics

Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.
Psalm 119:105 nlt

While Christians see the gospel mes-
sage as full of hope and redemption, many 
people are threatened by it instead. It chal-
lenges the foundations on which they have 
built their life. It’s no wonder that many will 
react with hostility toward to the message 
of Christ’s love. :MIMBS 3

Is the message of Jesus as upsetting today as 
it was during His earthly ministry? Why or why 
not? Ask some men to share their answer and 
their reasons why.

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 19:1–21:14, 1 
Thessalonians 5:4–28, Psalm 82:1–8, Proverbs 
25:9–10

When Jesus healed the paralytic on the 
Sabbath, it violated the Jewish religious 
rules of the day. The leaders of the church 
rebuked Him for working on the Sabbath. 
In John 5:17 it says, “Jesus said to them, ‘My 
Father is always at His work to this very 
day, and I too am working.” He angered the 
leader by using such intimate words as “My 
Father” in reference to God. Jesus upset the 
leaders by working miracles on the day of 
rest and by His words.

Jesus did not come to earth to calm every-
one and make people happy. He came with a 
radical message of love and grace. That mes-
sage caused people to become so angry and 
afraid that they eventually crucified Him.

qü Monday—October 12 • Breaking the Rules

So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, 
the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 

John 5:16

their father and growing up in poverty. Dad 
tried to break that cycle, and I also have 
worked to break that cycle. At a meeting 
several years ago, I noticed a man with the 
“deer-in-the-headlights look” that reveals 
deep pain. The 41-year-old man had come 
with his mother. He was in a difficult mar-
riage and had two small children. His wife 
grew up in a culture of divorce, and she was 
already divorced once. After hearing my 
story, this man committed that he was not 
going to give up. He was determined to do 
what was necessary to break that cycle.

How do you make a commitment like that 
and make it stick? You let Jesus provide the 
organizing principles for your life. You must 
make Him your highest and best thought 
in every situation. Eventually we all real-
ize we cannot live the Christian life on our 
own. We must let Jesus live it through us. 
:MIMBS 2

Prayerfully consider what Jesus wants as the 
organizing principle of your life. Write it out as 
a purpose statement.

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 12:1–18:23, 1 
Thessalonians 1:1–5:3, Psalm 79:1–81:16, 
Proverbs 24:30–25:8

Today’s scripture describes a 
wise man building his house 
on rock, and a foolish man on 

sand. When storms come, the 
house on sand washes 

away, but the house 
on rock stands 
firm. The wise 
builder rep-
resents a man 
who hears 
Jesus’ words 
and puts them 

into practice, while the foolish builder rep-
resents the man who chooses not to put 
them into practice.

A prudent person allows Jesus to provide 
his life’s organizing principles. Many years 
ago, I began organizing my life around this 
statement: I will commit myself to a life of 
devotion and study of God, then speak and 
teach and write about what I am learning. 
That simple statement means my top pri-
ority is loving God and discovering more 
and more about Him. Everything else is 
secondary. 

I often share my dad’s story. He was the 
youngest of four children, abandoned by 

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday—October 9, 10, 11 
 An Organizing Principle

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. . . . But everyone who hears these words of mine 

and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
Matthew 7:24, 26
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ For October 12–18: Read the four “C” words in the devotional on this page. Ask the men 
in your group to give examples of how they’ve seen these actions used in the lives of 
unbelievers or hostile people. 

 • Do you have people in your life who have been hostile toward the church or the 
message of Jesus?

 • How have you handled the hostility of those people? What impact has their hostility 
had on you?

 • How can this week’s devotions help you minister to those people in a more loving, 
impactful way?

forgiveness. Therefore, He desires to have as 
many people as possible believe in Him. We 
share our faith for those Christ wants to draw 
to Himself. He uses us as a trigger or stimulus 
to help that happen. 

Close. One of the reasons that Jesus both-
ered to push back was to silence those who 
were hostile and give them some things to 
ponder. If you let wicked people run rampant, 
they will; if you let good people run rampant, 
they will too. 

Jesus sacrificed His life because He loved 
us and wanted to save us from our sins. He 

was willing to talk to those that rejected 
Him. Are you willing to do the same? 
:MIMBS 3

Share an opportunity you have 
had lately to Confirm, Clarify, 
Convert or Close with some 
brothers. Tell the story—good or 
bad—and encourage each other 
to be bold for the Gospel.

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 28:1–
32:44, 1 Timothy 1:1–3:16, Psalm 
86:1–88:18, Proverbs 25:17–22

If Jesus knew His message would be 
rejected by so many, why did He bother to 
share it? Here are four reasons He chose to 
interact and minister to those people:

Confirm. The people charged Jesus with 
claiming to be God and healing on the 
Sabbath. So Jesus confirmed that He was the 
Son of God. Today we can do the same for 
people. We can confirm the correct conclu-
sions that people have come to about God 
and the Bible.

Clarify. C.S. Lewis said that, “The absent are 
easily refuted.” Often, non-believers 
refute Christianity in the 
absence of believers with 
all kinds of assumptions 
about what it is and is 
not. It is important for 
Christians to “show up” 
to clarify what the Bible 
really says. 

Convert. Jesus came 
to seek and save sin-
ners. He died for the 
sins of every person 
who ever asks Him for 

qüFriday, Saturday, Sunday—October 16, 17, 18 • Why Bother?

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16

loving attitude, even to those who are hos-
tile toward our faith. We can let the facts 
of our own testimony speak for itself. Tell 
your story, then let God use it to impact 
someone’s heart. Read the Bible and get to 
know it well so that you can share it with 
people and answer their questions about it. 
:MIMBS 3

Are there people with whom 
you have been afraid to share 
the Gospel? Pray for the right 

attitude, the right time and 
the right words to talk to 

that person and show 
them God’s love.

Daily Reading: 
Jeremiah 26:1–27:22, 
2 Thessalonians 3:1–
18, Psalm 85:1–13, 
Proverbs 25:16

No one likes to deal with a hostile person. 
Hostile people are intimidating. It’s easy 
to become afraid of them, to avoid them, 
or feel like we don’t know how to respond. 
Jesus had to engage with many who were 
hostile toward Him. We can learn from 
Jesus’ encounters with these people.

Jesus saw all people—hostile or not—as 
sinners in need of the love of the Father. 
He knew who He was and Who had 
sent Him. He was secure in 
His identity. Jesus was 
also well informed. He 
knew the law very 
well and He used 
that knowl-
edge to answer 
questions. 

Through 
the Holy Spirit, 
we can have Jesus’ 

qü Thursday—October 15 • What Would Jesus Say and Do?

 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
Luke 19:10

Today it may be helping your neighbor with 
a home-improvement project. Tomorrow, a 
heart-to-heart talk with a friend about their 
life in eternity. And the next day, a trip to 
Haiti. No matter what it looks like, the goal 
should be the same—sharing and showing 
the love of God to the world around you. 
:MIMBS 3

Think of different times you have had the 
opportunity to show God’s love to others. How 
many different types of experiences have you 
had? What skill sets have you put to use?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 23:21–25:38, 2 
Thessalonians 2:1–17, Psalm 84:1–12, 
Proverbs 25:15

Jesus ministered in a variety of ways that 
sometimes confused those around Him. 
At times, He explained His actions clearly 
in everyday language. At other times, He 
let people remain confused. He spoke in 
parables that made people ponder and 
think about His words. Sometimes He was 
aggressive and got right in people’s faces. 

Why the different styles? He truly loved 
each and everyone He met on earth and 
had one overarching goal: He was willing 
to say or do what was needed to deliver His 
message in exactly the right way at exactly 
the right time.

Ministry can vary. Showing God’s love to 
others may not look the same every day. 

qü Wednesday—October 14 • Jesus’ First Miracle

Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. 
I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

Matthew 10:34
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a “free lunch” that was paid for by Jesus 
Christ Himself. The Gospel really is unique. 
Men find it difficult to trust God, because 
our experience tells us it’s too good to be 
true. Instead of taking Him at His Word, 
we keep looking for the loophole. When we 
refuse to accept God’s offer at face value, 
we cannot trust Him fully, and we set fear 
loose to roam the hallways of our minds. 
&MIM25, Chapter 17

Describe some reasons that a 
man might find it difficult to take 

God’s offer of salvation at face value. 
Based on today’s Scripture, how would you 

answer his concerns?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 39:1–41:18, 2 Timothy 
1:1–18, Psalm 90:1–91:16, Proverbs 26:1–2

The Bible promises that if we trust 
God with our lives, He will met 
all of our needs and direct 
our path (see Proverbs 3:5–
6). The message intrigues 
us. If we confess our weak-
nesses and sins, God will 
forgive us and cleanse us. 
In other words, He will 
give us everything we’ve 
ever wanted in exchange 
for everything we’ve ever 
wanted to get rid of.

Most men find this hard to 
swallow the first time they hear it. It sounds 
very much like a “free lunch,” which we’ve 
all been told doesn’t exist. Nevertheless, 
God really does offer salvation as a gift, 

qü Thursday—October 22 • No Free Lunch

 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages 

of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:22–23

That lack of confidence fuels our wonder-
ing, at least occasionally, if we really can 
trust God and His promises. Today’s pas-
sage assures us that God does not lie like 
people do. Those who have fully trusted 
Him, even in difficult situations, will 
confirm the truth of Scripture. God is trust-
worthy. &MIM25, Chapter 17

Do you really believe that God cannot and will 
not lie? How does your answer to that question 
affect your ability to trust Him? Discuss your 
answer with your group.

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 37:1–38:28, 1 Timothy 
6:1–21, Psalm 89:38–52, Proverbs 25:28

We’ve all been lied to. I remember suspect-
ing that my high school girlfriend had gone 
on a date with another guy. She vehemently 
denied it, but later I picked a fight with the 
senior that I suspected was her other knight 
in shining armor. My fears were confirmed, 
and it cost me a bloody nose. 

No sin is more prevalent than the little 
white lie. One researcher found that 60 
percent of his participants, talking with 
strangers, lied three times within 10 min-
utes. Another source found that adults 
admit to lying at least 13 times each week. 
Since we’ve all lied, and we’ve been lied to, 
we shouldn’t be surprised that sometimes 
we have trouble believing the Bible is true. 

qü Wednesday—October 21 • What If  It’s a Lie?

God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change 
his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? I have 

received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I cannot change it.
Numbers 23:19–20

say, “God has not given 
us a spirit of fear.” If we 
claim to follow Jesus, 
why do we still strug-
gle with fear? Being 
afraid doesn’t neces-
sarily mean we don’t 
trust God at all, but 
it does imply that we 
don’t fully trust God. 

Fear goes hand in hand with a lack of trust. 
Where you find one, you will find the other. 
&MIM25, Chapter 17

Today’s devotional says, “Fear goes hand in 
hand with a lack of trust. Where you find one, 
you will find the other.” Give an example from 
your own life or from a biblical character’s 
story that backs that up.

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 35:1–36:32, 1 Timothy 
5:1–25, Psalm 89:14–37, Proverbs 25:25–27

Many of us could name 
the specific issues caus-
ing us anxiety, but 
we couldn’t necessar-
ily describe the process 
through which fear gains 
control in our lives. 
Fear and courage are 
opposites. The diction-
ary defines courage as 
the state of mind that enables one to face 
hardship or disaster with confidence and 
resolution. By contrast, fear is an agitated 
state of mind that cripples us from looking 
any further than the hardship itself.

The Bible repeatedly encourages us 
toward courage. When angels arrive on 
the scene, they often say, “Fear not!” When 
Jesus speaks, He often says, “Don’t be 
afraid!” In today’s Scripture passage, the 
apostle Paul reminded Timothy that God 
doesn’t make us timid. Some translations 

qü Tuesday—October 20 • What Is Fear?

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7

deny our fears. While fear itself is not sinful, 
if it leads to not believing and trusting God, 
it can become sinful. Adam allowed his fear 
to come between him and God, so that he 
actually hid when he knew God was seeking 
him. How about you? Is your fear driving 
you away from God, or is it teaching you a 
greater level of faith and trust? &MIM25, 
Chapter 17

All men struggle with the emotion of fear. Do 
you agree or disagree? Explain your answer. 

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 33:1–34:22, 1 Timothy 
4:1–16, Psalm 89:1–13, Proverbs 25:23–24

What are you afraid of? Do you have job 
jitters, thinking a pink slip may be in the 
wind? Are you worried about a deal that has 
consumed your time for several months, 
and now it seems to be hanging by a thread? 
Have you just learned that you have a dis-
abling illness, and you don’t know how you 
will support your family? Are you con-
cerned that your son or daughter is making 
unwise choices? 

Every man since Adam has experienced 
fear. Fear of failure, of rejection, of sudden 
disaster, of men—fears of all sorts elbow 
their way into our stream of conscious 
thought. Yet most of us are conditioned to 

q Monday —October 19 • What Are You Afraid Of?

But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard 
you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”

Genesis 3:9–10
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ October 19–25: Read this verse aloud to the group: “There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love” (1 John 4:18).

 • How does love drive out fear? Think of an example of when love has driven out fear 
in your life. 

 • What does it mean to be “made perfect in love”? 

third step in our cycle of fear is the result. 
When the winds of circumstance buffet our 
families or our careers, we often find that 
our faith is too little. We see the wind, we 
become afraid, and we start to sink in the 
swirling waters of our problems. As Peter 
realized, the best option is to call out to 
God for help. &MIM25, Chapter 17

List some keys that help a man choose faith 
over fear when he faces a challenging reality. 
Share your ideas with another man.

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 51:1–53, Titus 2:1–15, 
Psalm 99:1–9, Proverbs 26:17

I believe that when Peter wanted to walk 
on water (see Matthew 14:26–29), at least 
part of his goal was to be like Jesus. Once 
he saw the wind and the storm around 
him, that motivation faded, because he was 
afraid. The first step in a cycle of fear is that 
we notice a challenging reality. The second 
step is our response. We may have planned 
to raise godly kids, or dreamed of owning 
our own business. Then reality sets in. Our 
kids go off the rail, or our sales don’t cover 
our costs. We’re in a storm, and generally 
we respond in fear.

When Peter chose fear over continu-
ing in faith, he began to sink. Similarly, the 

qü Tuesday—October 27 • Responding to a Difficult Situation

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But 
when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

Matthew 14:29–30

the wind,” and he became fear-
ful. Reality set in when Peter 
realized the crazy thing he was 
doing. 

Many of us have faced some-
thing similar—not walking on 
the water, probably—but we’ve 
started a new project with 
great faith, only to find our-
selves in the midst of a huge 
storm. Suddenly, we “see the 

wind,” and we must choose how we will 
respond. &MIM25, Chapter 17

Describe one “uncomfortable reality” that has 
made you question your faith. How are you 
currently responding to it?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 49:23–50:46, Titus 
1:1–16, Psalm 97:1–98:9, Proverbs 26:13–16

Matthew 14 notes that Jesus 
wanted to be alone, so He 
told His disciples to pre-
cede Him across the lake. 
The disciples set sail, but 
sometime in the evening, a 
storm buffeted their boat. 
They saw a figure walking 
toward them atop the water. 
They were understandably 
terrified, but Jesus identified 
Himself. “Take courage!” He said. “It is I!” 
In response, Peter blurted out, “Lord, if it’s 
you, tell me to come to you on the water.” 
Jesus invited him to come. If you read fur-
ther in the story, you’ll see that Peter exited 
the boat and began walking on the water. 
That’s a remarkable testament to Peter’s 
faith. But then verse 30 says that Peter “saw 

qü Monday—October 26 • An Uncomfortable Reality

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. . . . But Jesus 

immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” 
Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said.

Matthew 14:25–29

to actually forgive us and remove the guilt 
we feel. Yet that’s exactly what He does. 
When men do not accept God’s forgiveness 
for their moral guilt, they have not been 
“made perfect in love,” and the fear of their 

guilt remains in them. But Jesus’ per-
fect love can drive out fear, because 

fear is related to punishment. 
The truth of the Gospel is 

that God has transferred 
our punishment, so we 
don’t have to fear Him. 
As we accept that reality, 
we can truly trust Him. 
&MIM25, Chapter 17

In your own words, 
how would you 
explain the link 

between courage and 
the confidence of God’s 

love?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 
42:1–49:22, 2 Timothy 

2:1–4:22, Psalm 92:1–96:13, 
Proverbs 26:3–12

Most of us are very aware that we have been 
guilty of moral depravity in our thought 
lives, our speech, and our actions. We 
find our sins contemptible. We may try 
to “do better” on our own, yet we despise 
our level of corruption. We 
grieve over our incurable 
and wicked hearts, 
knowing that we 
really do deserve 
God’s pun-
ishment and 
wrath. We 
really should 
be afraid of 
God, who 
has the power 
to give us what 
we justly deserve. 
Yet in God’s hard-
to-fathom love, He has 
withheld His punishment from 
us and placed it on the Lord Jesus 
instead.

Some of us find it difficult to 
trust God, because we simply can’t 
believe God would be so gracious as 

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday—October 23, 24, 25 
 We Really Are Guilty

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to 
do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

1 John 4:18
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ October 26–November 1: From the devotional, “From Fear to Courage” on page 26, share 
your illustrations about the cliff of fear and the cliff of courage that are bridged by faith. 

 • Why are people fearful?

 • What makes people courageous?

 • What builds people’s faith?

us what we deserve, which is punishment for 
our sins. God’s justice demands punishment 
for evil, but He sent Jesus to die a substitu-
tionary death on our behalf. Through faith 
in Christ, we can receive God’s free gift of 
eternal life.

We fear men, because they might cheat us 
in business, withhold a pay raise, fire us, or 
rob our houses. But God has the power of 
life and death, and He has prepared an eter-
nal home for us. Proverbs 29:25 succinctly 

reminds us, “Fear of man will prove to be 
a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is 

kept safe.”&MIM25, Chapter 17

Read 1 Peter 3:10–14 and use that 
passage, along with the two 

provided in today’s devotional, 
to describe the difference 
between secular fear (fear of 

man) and godly fear. How 
can fear of God deliver a 
man from other fears?

Daily Reading: 
Lamentations 3:1–5:22, 
Ezekiel 1:1–3:15, 
Hebrews 1:1–3:19, 
Psalm 102:1–104:23, 
Proverbs 26:21–26

Many Christians dismiss Scriptures related 
to fearing God as mistranslations, sug-
gesting these passages simply call us to an 
attitude of reverence. Actually, fearing God 
grows from understanding His true iden-
tity and hating everything that doesn’t align 
with His character. Accepting who God 
really is can deliver us from other fears.

We fear people for a practical reason: They 
have power to give us what we don’t deserve, 
or to withhold from us what we do 
deserve. 

In my first really big business 
deal, my commission was to be 
six figures. At the last minute, 
the buyer threatened not to 
close unless I took a cut in 
my commission. Being a neo-
phyte, I crumbled, settling for 
one-sixth of the earned 
fee. We have good 
reason to fear men, 
because they can 
deal out injustice.

We should 
fear God for an 
equally prac-
tical reason: 
God has 
power to give 

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday—October 30, 31, November 1 
 Godly Fear vs. Other Fears

To fear the Lord is to hate evil.
Proverbs 8:13

the cliff of fear, peering across to the cliff of 
courage, let’s remember that faith in Jesus 
provides our bridge to move from one to 
the other. &MIM25, Chapter 17

On a separate piece of paper, draw an 
illustration of the two cliffs mentioned in 
today’s devotional. Put one on the left side of 
your paper, and label it “fear.” Draw another 
on the right side of your paper, and label it 
“courage.” Now sketch the bridge between 
them, and label it “faith.” Draw a stick figure 
somewhere in your illustration to demonstrate 
where you feel you are right now in dealing 
with a specific fear. What has helped or will 
help you move forward on the bridge of faith?

Daily Reading: Lamentations 1:1–2:22, 
Philemon 1:1–25, Psalm 101:1–8, Proverbs 
26:20

Nobody deals with fear once-and-for all, 
but we certainly can decrease the time 
spent being afraid by focusing on Jesus’ 
presence, regardless of our circumstances. 
We often find ourselves standing on a cliff 
of fear, peering longingly across a deep 
chasm to a cliff of courage. Faith is the 
bridge that spans that great gulf. Faith is 
always oriented toward the future, cover-
ing the uncertainties that birth our doubts 
and fears. We don’t need to know all future 
details, but we do need to accept the real-
ity that God will take care of our needs 
and will unite us with Himself forever. An 
old saying sums it up: “I don’t know what 
my future holds, but I know who holds my 
future.” Hebrews 12 challenges us to keep 
our eyes fixed on Jesus, knowing that He 
will perfect our faith. So when we stand on 

qü Thursday —October 29 • From Fear to Courage

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 

the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 
Hebrews 12:1–2

or how afraid we become, or how deeply we 
sink, when we return to Jesus, He rescues. 
He doesn’t promise to save your business or 
get your son off drugs, but He does prom-
ise to save anyone who will call out to Him, 
even in the midst of great fear. &MIM25, 
Chapter 17

Describe a situation in your own life, or in the 
life of someone you know, where you have 
seen Jesus rescue someone from fearful 
circumstances. How does that experience 
help you to face other situations that seem 
threatening?

Daily Reading: Jeremiah 51:54–52:34, Titus 
3:1–15, Psalm 100:1–5, Proverbs 26:18–19

Fear is a natural response in threatening sit-
uations. Like Peter, when we choose fear 
over faith, we sink. But Peter was no fool. 
When he was walking on water, and he 
became afraid and started sinking, he called 
for help. “Lord, save me!” Peter returned 
to his source. Have you ever noticed that 
people often seek help from sources other 
than God? Have you ever heard a business-
man fall on hard times and say, “Money, 
please save me!” Peter was smarter than 
that. He wisely acknowledged his need and 
returned to his power source. 

Instead of delivering a sanctimonious 
rebuke, Jesus simply reached out and res-
cued Peter. That’s the fifth stage of the cycle 
of fear. No matter how much wind we see, 

qü Wednesday—October 28 • Jesus Rescues

But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried 
out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and 

caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
Matthew 14:30–31
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When asked as a kid, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” my answer was 
always, “Rich.” I determined that the best way to get there would be to start my 
own business. I’d be an entrepreneur.

Most entrepreneurs start their companies to make money. But this way of 
thinking, where profit is the highest and best motive, can be a slippery slope. If 
our eyes are focused on the wrong ultimate goal, then we miss the opportunity 
to bear meaningful, lasting fruit. Over the last couple of years, I’ve come to see 
that as a Christian, the type of work 
you choose and the way you do it 
is a statement of faith. It declares 
what you believe to be true about 
your provision, your purpose, and 
the world. And it’s more important 
than ever, as the business sector is 
changing the way we think and live.

Many of today’s culture-shapers are 
not politicians or authors; they’re busi-
ness leaders. Facebook has changed 
how we think about connection. 
Kindle has changed what it means to 
read a book. Jack Dorsey, founder of 
Twitter, said, “The most efficient means to spread an idea today is corporate struc-
ture.” So what is the overarching idea we, as Christians, hope to spread? At every 
opportunity—including our professional interactions—we ought to be spreading 
one idea: that God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 

What does it look like to communicate that in a business setting? Luxury hotelier 
Ritz-Carlton’s motto, “Ladies and gentlemen, serving ladies and gentlemen,” was 
based on a biblical understanding of human dignity. Blake Mycoskie, founder of 
TOMS, has provided more than 35 million pairs of shoes to children in impover-
ished countries. Both of these companies aim for profitability, but there’s a shaping 
of the culture going on through their work that reflects a larger, higher goal. 

What is your ultimate goal? The purpose of work for the Christian is not 
simply to fund our faith, but to live it. We have to recognize our responsibility 
and opportunity as culture-shapers, ensuring  that our worldview is being played 
out in how we live and do business—so that whether we eat, or drink, or whatever 
we do, we do it all to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31).  

• JACKSON CLEMMER
Jackson Clemmer is a sophomore entrepreneurship major at Grove City 
College in Pennsylvania. He is an avid follower of Christ who plays guitar, 
leads worship and loves Boston sports teams. Jackson is the son of Man 
the Mirror vice president, Brett Clemmer, and is one example of the next 
generation God is raising up to build His kingdom.

A Better Way to Work
by Jackson Clemmer

q

seem simple. We help our infants learn to 
smile, eat, talk and walk. We teach them 
to share their toys and to say “please” and 
“thank you.”

Along with those basics, we need to be 
intentionally teaching our kids about 

God’s love, His Word, and biblical prin-
ciples. Parenthood comes with much 
responsibility. Take it seriously. Your 
child will never have a more influen-

tial teacher and your job will 
never end. :MIMBS 4

What lessons did you 
learn from your parents? 
Which of those lessons 

have meant the most to you 
as an adult?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 7:1–9:11, 
Hebrews 5:1–14, Psalm 105:1–15, 

Proverbs 26:28

My son recently went on a mission trip. 
One of the young men with him grew up in 
a poor home and didn’t have a father 
figure. The young man is in college, 
but he has no concept of 
how to manage his finances. 
There are even some simple 
things like hygiene that 
he just doesn’t have a clue 
about, because he’s never 
had the training. As a matter 
of fact, his family recently had 
their electricity turned off, and 
yet his mom drives a brand 
new Jeep Cherokee. He lacks 
some essential training to help 
him mature into a productive, 
healthy adult. 

As parents, we all teach our chil-
dren lessons—good ones, bad 
ones, intentional and uninten-
tional. Most lessons 

q Tuesday—November 3  • Growing Up

The father of godly children has cause for joy. What a pleasure to have children who are wise.
Proverbs 23:24 NLT

Reflect on your family for a moment. Do 
you see any patterns keeping you and your 
family from the abundant life that God 
wants to give you? Is there some issue that 
has trapped you and repeated itself over 
and over again? You may need to surren-
der that area to the Lord and allow Him to 
change your heart and then your actions? 
:MIMBS 4

What changes might you need to make for your 
family? What action can you take this week to 
start making changes?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 3:16–6:14, Hebrews 
4:1–16, Psalm 104:24–35, Proverbs 26:27

You don’t have to look very far to see that 
adults have issues. Some of us see it every 
time we attend our family reunions. You 
know what I mean—you might cringe each 
time your great uncle opens his mouth or 
your out-of-control nieces and nephews 
drive you crazy. Every family has problems. 

Many adults carry baggage around from 
their childhood. As grown-ups, those prob-
lems look like the inability to hold a job or 
having so much ambition that relationships 
suffer. Perhaps you know someone who is 
completely self-sufficient and won’t share 
himself with anyone. Or someone who 
always needs to be the center of attention. 

q Monday—November 2 • Family Patterns

The LORD your God will change your heart and the hearts of all your descendants, 
so that you will love him with all your heart and soul and so you may live! 

Deuteronomy 30:6 NLT
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“We learn the truest truths, 
the most important things, 

only when we look over 
the shoulder and through 
the heart, only when we 
can see that ideas have 

legs and that worldviews 
can become ways of life.”

—Steven Garber, Visions of Vocation
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and enjoy a time of prayer for the men of your church.” $10
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day care, school, peers, TV, movies, inter-
net, stores, etc. 

There are wonderful things about our way 
of life and there are areas that need our 
attention. One thing we desperately need 
is to integrate children back into our lives. 
The children in our homes, neighborhoods 
and churches need relationships with adults 

who can model the love of Christ to 
them. :MIMBS 4

In your church or 
neighborhood, are there 

opportunities for you to 
influence a child? 

Daily Reading: 
Ezekiel 12:1–14:11, 
Hebrews 7:1–17, 
Psalm 105:37–45, 
Proverbs 27:3

We have age-segregated our children away 
from adults in our culture. In the 1900s, 
families had to work, eat and play together. 
Children needed to help with chores and 
there was casual contact with adults who 
modeled values that the children would 
then adopt. By 1930, fathers went off to 
work and it was determined that children 
needed compulsory education. With this 
shift, a host of adult-sponsored 
youth organizations like 
scouting, camps and church 
youth groups arose to help 
meet the needs of children.

Now, fast forward 80 
more years. Today 
our children are 
bombarded by a 
variety of influ-
ences—family, 

q Thursday—November 5 • 21st Century Families

Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them proclaim your power.
Psalm 145:4 NLT

passion and career.
Have you had that shared knowledge or 

shared time with your dad? Your 
son or grandson? That is pow-

erful! In the New Testament, 
Jesus invited the children to 

come to Him and be with 
Him. He knew the influence 
He would have on them. 
:MIMBS 4

What do you think are the most important life 
lessons for your children? How much time can 
you invest this week in helping them learn 
them?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 10:1–11:25, Hebrews 
6:1–20, Psalm 105:16–36, Proverbs 27:1–2

In an interview with Dale Earnhardt, 
Jr., right after the death of his father, 
he said, “Everything that happens 
from here on out for a long 
time, I’ll always think, what 
would Dad do? What 
would his decision be 
on it?” Every kid needs a 
father like that. You could 
see there was a bond 
between this father and this son. In video 
clips from their past victories, you could 
witness this father and son embracing and 
the joy they shared together in the sport. 

Dale’s father left an impact on him. His 
dad displayed an outward expertise in the 
world of racing. More than that, he taught 
his son those skills. They had a common 

q Wednesday—November 4  • What Would Dad Do?

Come, my children, and listen to me, and I will teach you to fear the LORD.
Psalm 34:11 NLT

Prices shown are for cases of 48, does not include shipping and handling. Cases of 12 available for some titles. 

Check our website for additional titles and specials or give us a call! 
1-800-929-2536 • booksbythebox.org

Books 
for 

Women 
& 

Couples!

Great Small 
Group 
Books!

Gifts 
for 
men!

Books! by the Box 
All Books Under $2 Each!

 $1.65 $1.73

For  
Visitors

Christmas 
Gifts

For  
Women

 88¢ $1.71 $1.13 $1.44 $1.50

 $1.50 $1.65 $1.44 $1.08 $1.67



3534

 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ November 2–8: Ask each man to write down these three titles for three lists: My 
grandfather, my father, and me. Under each title, make a list of words that might describe 
each life (occupations, characteristics, leisure time, daily chores, etc.).

 • Share your list with one another.

 • What was the biggest difference between you and your grandfather? Between you 
and your father?

 • What does it mean to be a godly father?

you don’t believe is truly for you. Jesus is 
for us. So much so that after living that sin-
free life, He paid for our sins Himself on the 
cross.

In John 14, Jesus links obedience and love 
not once, not twice, but three times. Jesus is 
saying you can’t have one without the other. 
It’s easy to say you love God. We should be 
sure to act like it as well. :MIMBS 5

Have you ever fooled yourself into thinking you 
can obey God without loving Him? That you 
can love Him without obeying? What were the 
results?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 21:1–22:31, Hebrews 
10:1–17, Psalm 108:1–13, Proverbs 27:12

Why would we want to be obedient to God? 
Sometimes we misunderstand grace and 
obey in order to earn merit with God, or try 
to obey in order to keep our salvation—to 
prove to God we’re worth it. The reality is 
there is no one who is righteous. Only Jesus 
Christ lived free of sin and it’s His merit 
only upon which we rely. He offers it to us if 
we’ll put our faith and trust in Him.

So why obey? Jesus says that if you love 
Him, you will obey. In other words, what 
you do is who you are. As we noted earlier, 
there’s an order to this though; we will obey 
if we love Him, not the other way around. 
Do you really believe that God will take 
care of you? That He has a plan for you? 
You can’t obey someone out of love who 

q Tuesday—November 10 • Obedience and Love

Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

John 14:23–24

how you behave. To have one of these out 
of whack is to have a serious kink in your 
system. You’ll see the damaged results play 

out in your life.
Every man should examine 

himself and ask, “Are my beliefs 
consistent with Scripture? Is my 
behavior consistent with what I 
believe?” If not, then it’s time to 
build a new system. The place to 
start is the Bible. :MIMBS 5

What results are you getting 
in each area of your life: work, 

marriage, fatherhood, spiritual growth, etc.? 
Think about the correlation between your Bible, 
your belief and your behavior; is a part of your 
system out of whack? 

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 20:1–49, Hebrews 
9:11–28, Psalm 107:1–43, Proverbs 27:11

In business, they say your system is per-
fectly designed to produce the results you’re 
getting. Likewise, if you’re consistently get-
ting certain results in your 
life, your “system” is perfectly 
designed to produce them. The 
theology you’ve built into your 
life—or not built into it—is a 
central part of your system; if 
it’s lacking, ignorant, or mis-
informed, the results will be 
disappointing.

Integrity is one of the results 
produced by a biblical system. 
Integrity is a 1-to-1 correlation between 
your Bible, your belief, and your behav-
ior. Integrity means that when you read the 
Bible it becomes what you believe in your 
mind. Then, there must be a further cor-
relation between what you believe and 

q Monday—November 9 • A System of Integrity

In my integrity you uphold me and set me in your presence forever.
Psalm 41:12

you’re one of the most successful busi-
nessmen in the community; you’re really a 
leading citizen. How did you get to be that 
way?” He replied, “Good judgment.” The 
reporter asked, “Wow, how did you get good 
judgment?” He answered, “Bad judgment.” 

Fourth, fathers need to resolve conflicts 
quickly, fairly and honestly. Children need 
the confidence that conflicts are not just 
settled to end the problem, but that dad 
is actually working toward a just solution. 
Fathers need to be involved and prepared 
enough to know the games that siblings play.

Finally, a father models what he wants to 
reproduce and is vulnerable about his own 
mistakes. Show your children how to work 

hard, love your spouse and family 
and care for others. When you 
make a mistake, tell them about it, 
apologize and make an effort not 
to repeat it. :MIMBS 4

Did you grow up in a grace-based 
home? Have you established 
a grace-based home for your 
children?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 14:12–19:14, 
Hebrews 7:18–9:10, Psalm 
106:1–48, Proverbs 27:4–10

It is the responsibility of the father to create 
a grace-based home. It is a place where a 
child can develop in the safe confines of a 
home that will love him, correct him and 
see him through that development. 

So, what are some of the characteristics of 
a grace-based home?

First of all, fathers need to have real per-
sonal relationships with their children. 
Fathers have to invest into the child long 
before a conflict or a difficult choice comes 
up. Trust needs to be continually built, then 
a child will want to learn from the father 
when they need help or direction. 

Secondly, fathers need to consistently 
enforce fair and flexible rules. Kids need to 
know the boundaries and 
that dads care more about 
a relationship with them 
than the letter of the law. 

Third, a father encour-
ages children to risk 
and experiment. I love 
the story about the 
interview with the 
successful business-
man and the young 
reporter. He said, 
“Well, Mr. Smith, 

q Friday, Saturday, Sunday—November 6, 7, 8 • Grace-Based Home

So the next generation might know them—even the children not yet 
born—and they in turn will teach their own children.

Psalm 78:6 NLT
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ November 9-15: On a scale of 1-10 (1=least, 10=most), how would you rate your 
obedience to the Lord?

 • Have you tried to obey God or the Bible in your own power? Were you successful?

 • What is the differences  between obeying in your own power and obedience that 
results from connection to the Lord?

 • Is there an area or an issue in your life where you want to be obedient to God but 
you are struggling? How can the group help you with that?

stands watching. It’s okay to be either, but 
ultimately if you’re a spectator, it ought to 
be your desire to get in the game. Out of 
commitment to Christ and serving the Lord 
you shouldn’t settle with just hearing and 

learning, you should want to act!
James 1:22 tells us that if we hear 

the Word but don’t do it, 
we deceive ourselves. Do 
you love your wife like 
the Bible commands? Do 

you give your money toward 
ministry? Are you striving for 

holiness in every area of your life? 
Don’t put off obedience and deceive 

yourself or rob yourself of Christ’s 
joy—today is the day for salvation (see 2 
Corinthians 6:2). :MIMBS 5

In what areas of your life do you hesitate to 
obey God? Are you halfway pursuing His will, 
striving for purity or serving Him? What’s a 
tangible way you can step out on the field this 
week and get in the game?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 27:1–32:32, Hebrews 
11:17–12:29, Psalm 111:1–114:8, Proverbs 
27:15–20

If your stated beliefs and your behavior are in 
conflict, the tendency is to realign your belief 
to match your behavior instead of the other 
way around. How many men have walked 
away from Christ because they’ve been in an 
affair they didn’t want to leave? Or developed 
an addiction or greedy business practice 
they didn’t want to quit? They chose 
to change their belief instead of 
their behavior.

There’s a phrase that 
says: “It’s easier to act 
yourself into a new way of 
thinking than to think your-
self into a new way of acting.” In 
most cases, we know what we need to 
do to please God, but we sit around think-
ing about it instead of doing it.

You don’t read the Bible, do your devo-
tions, or go to church in order to hear what 
a bad sinner you are; you do these things to 
receive encouragement and nourishment—
to learn what you need to do to obey God. 
But it can’t end there. We all have to make 
the choice to either be a spectator or a par-
ticipant. Like in a football game, there are 
players down on the field and fans in the 

q Friday, Saturday, Sunday—November 13, 14, 15 
 Today Is the Day

As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn’t have to bother with right 
thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter. But do you call that a free life? What 

did you get out of it? Nothing you’re proud of now. Where did it get you? A dead end.
Romans 6:20–21, the Message

consider this: changing jobs may be solving 
the wrong problem. First, be sure you are 
serving the Lord where you are. Be a wit-
ness, share your faith, help people, and see 
if the joy returns. Jesus promises it will, if 
you obey Him.

Faith without obedience can lead to 
drudgery. Don’t miss out on the full joy that 
accompanies obedience. You may find that 

you just needed a heart change, not a job 
change. :MIMBS 5

Do you feel like Christ’s joy is in you? Why 
or why not? How are you actively serving 

the Lord?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 24:1–
26:21, Hebrews 11:1–16, 

Psalm 110:1–7, Proverbs 
27:14

Jesus tells us if we love Him, we will obey 
Him; and if we obey Him, we’ll remain in 
that love. He doesn’t say this to discour-
age you or make you feel uncomfortable. 
Rather, He says it so you can be encouraged 
and understand that obedience is the trade-
mark of a biblical Christian. He wants you 
to have complete joy! He is a perfect, infi-
nitely joyful being and wants to share 
that joy with you.

The Bible says, “Faith with-
out works is dead” (James 2:20, 
nkjv). Many men find them-
selves unfulfilled, unhappy, 
joyless—“dead.” One common 
reaction is to think that 
a career change is the 
solution. They’ve lost 
the joy in what they 
do. If that’s you, 

q Thursday —November 12 • Unhappy at Work? 

If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so 

that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
John 15:10–11

The words I have spoken to you are spirit 
and they are life” (John 6:63). By following 
Jesus’ words we connect to the source.

Trying to obey God out of your own 
power is futile; we must connect to the 
source. :MIMBS 5

How connected do you feel to God? What are 
the ways that you connect with Him now? 
Brainstorm with some guys about ways to 
connect with God more intentionally in the 
coming week.

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 23:1–49, Hebrews 
10:18–39, Psalm 109:1–31, Proverbs 27:13

The Scriptures say we should love God with 
the totality of our being (see Deuteronomy 
6:5). Do you love God like that? Would you 
like to? Often, the problem is not the lack of 
desire or knowledge; the problem is lack of 
power. We aren’t connected to the source of 
the power to obey—the Holy Spirit.

How do we connect to the source then? 
Here’s what Jesus said, “If you then, though 
you are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:13). By 
asking, we connect to the source. “The 
Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 

q Wednesday—November 11 • Power to Obey

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Acts 1:8
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Lord will see my distress and repay me with 
good,” David said.

David prayed and entrusted himself to the 
sovereignty of a gracious God. The world 
may see the failure to act immediately as 
weakness. But the most powerful way to 
respond to injustice is to wait for the Lord. 
:MIMBS 6

Why do you think it’s so hard to resist the 
temptation to avenge yourself? Has there ever 
been a time when you let something go and 
saw God move as a result? 

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 39:1–40:27, James 
2:18–3:18, Psalm 118:1–18, Proverbs 28:2

At the same time David’s son was trying 
to kill him, he was also being taunted and 
attacked by a man named Shimei, a relative 
of Saul. One of David’s warriors, Abishai, 
wanted to go after Shimei for revenge, but 
David stopped him.

Are you ever tempted to avenge yourself? 
Waiting on the Lord means we don’t have 
to defend ourselves against injustice. We 
don’t always understand why God allows 
some things to happen, but that doesn’t 
mean they aren’t purposeful to God. If we 
take matters into our own hands, we pre-
vent the opportunity for God to do His will 
and bring deliverance. “It may be that the 

qü Thursday—November 19 • In God’s Hands

David then said to Abishai and all his officials, “My son, who is of my own flesh, 
is trying to take my life. How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; 

let him curse, for the LORD has told him to. It may be that the LORD will see my 
distress and repay me with good for the cursing I am receiving today.”

2 Samuel 16:11–12

strength, strategy, frustration, and logic at 
the problem instead of relying on the Lord. 
That’s not how David operated.

When David was fleeing from Absalom 
out of Jerusalem, the Bible says he “con-
tinued up the Mount of Olives, weeping as 
he went” (2 Samuel 15:30). He didn’t stop 
trying—he kept moving. He wept in humil-
ity and cried out to God. Be shrewd: protect 
yourself. Be innocent: don’t assume you 
know all the answers. Humbly look to God 
for direction. :MIMBS 6

What is your first instinct when facing 
injustice? Think about the responses above. Do 
you give up? Try to take matters into your own 
hands? Do you pray?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 37:1–38:23, James 
1:19–2:17, Psalm 117:1–2, Proverbs 28:1

What does it really mean to wait on God? 
Waiting is active. When David faced his 
enemies, he didn’t stop trying to protect 
his position. In Matthew 10:16, Jesus says, 
“I am sending you out like sheep among 
wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 
and as innocent as doves.” Waiting on God 
when facing injustice doesn’t mean you 

go out hoping to serve as a 
doormat. You still exercise 
wisdom.

Waiting includes a lot of 
time in prayer. David said, “I 

call out to the Lord and he 
answers me from his holy 
mountain” (Psalm 3:4). It 
also means you don’t take 
matters into your own 
hands. A worldly reac-
tion is to throw all of your 

qü Wednesday—November 18 • Waiting in Prayer

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy 
pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.

Psalm 40:1–2

with complete dependence.
Later, in Psalm 27:13–14, David writes: 

“I am still confident of this: I will see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and 
take heart and wait for the Lord” This is 
an admonition for us today. So be strong! 
Take heart! You will see the goodness of the 
Lord! :MIMBS 6

Talk with some guys about your typical 
reactions to being treated unjustly. Are any of 
you currently facing an injustice or still reeling 
from a past one? Encourage each other and 
pray that God would give you strength and 
peace.

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 35:1–36:38, James 
1:1–18, Psalm 116:1–19, Proverbs 27:23–27

Have you experienced injustice? Have you 
been betrayed by a friend, fired without 
cause, deceived by your spouse, disre-
spected by your children? When we look 
at the life of David, we see a man with real 
problems, not just inconveniences. He faced 
many injustices at the hands of others.

In 2 Samuel 16, David’s son Absalom 
is trying to take David’s life. Imagine the 
betrayal, confusion and anger David must 
have felt! A superscription before Psalm 3 
tells us that David wrote the psalm about 
that very situation. 

David’s response is amazing. His state 
of mind and heart throughout the psalm 
is one of trusting in God for deliverance. 
He praises Him, cries out his fears to Him, 
declares His goodness, and waits on Him 

qü Tuesday—November 17 • Responding to Injustice 

I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the LORD sustains me. I will 
not fear the tens of thousands that assail me on every side.

Psalm 3:5–6

these are the inconveniences of affluence.”
There are people who really do have big 

problems—they’ve lost their home, lost a 
child, lost a marriage, lost their health. It’s 
important to keep things in perspective. 
Are you experiencing problems or inconve-
niences? When we adjust our perspective, 
our responses to circumstances and to 
God are altered as well. And the sooner we 
cast the burdens on Him—whether big or 
small—the better. :MIMBS 6

Do you keep your circumstances in 
perspective? What are you suffering from right 
now—inconveniences or problems? How can 
you give these concerns over to God?

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 33:1–34:31, Hebrews 
13:1–25, Psalm 115:1–18, Proverbs 27:21–22

In August 2004, Hurricane Charley hit 
Central Florida. I lost power for a week. We 
couldn’t drink the water, turn on the AC, 

watch television, make a phone 
call, access the Internet, etc. 
We decided to leave and 
head north to Atlanta. On 
the trip that was supposed 
to be our escape from the 
problems, the car died on 
I-75 and we had to call a 
tow truck!

Later on the phone, 
someone expressed his con-

dolences for all the problems we 
were experiencing. I thought about it for 
a moment and said, “You know, we don’t 
have any problems. These are not problems; 

qü Monday—November 16 • Perspective on Problems

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you 
up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

1 Peter 5:6–7
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ November 16-22: Read aloud the following definitions: Injustice–violation of the rights of 
others; and Revenge–to inflict punishment in return for injury or insult.

 • What kind of injustices really push your buttons?

 • Have you ever sought revenge for an injustice? What was the result?

 • What can we learn from King David about dealing with the injustices of life?

of us became the men we are overnight. 
Even when we want to change, that doesn’t 
happen overnight either. Patient, trial-and-
error effort, surrendering on a day-to-day 
basis—that’s the pathway to change. Even 
small alterations in thoughts, behaviors 
and habits, pursued diligently over time, 
will yield huge changes in the long term. 
&MIM25, Chapter 24

List three lifestyle choices you’ve made in the 
last week. Now think about the “thoughts, 
behaviors and habits” these choices represent. 
Are you sure your choices are taking you where 
you want to go? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 47:1–48:35, 1 Peter 
2:11–3:7, Psalm 119:49–64, Proverbs 28:12–13

Sigmund Freud, Austrian founder of psy-
choanalysis, once noted, “The meager 
satisfaction that man can extract from real-
ity leaves him starving.” Does his statement 
resonate with you? Frankly, we all face cir-
cumstances when we must decide if the 
road we’re traveling is taking us where 
we want to go. Do we need to make some 
changes?

Jesus knows we live in a demanding, chal-
lenging world where good and evil often 
dwell side by side, just like wheat and weeds 
in today’s parable. Americans love simple 
streamlined solutions to perfectly packaged 
problems. We like “the three easy steps to 
a happy this . . .” or “the four foolproof ways 
to be successful at that . . .” Life is more com-
plex than “this and that.” Frankly, none 

qü Tuesday—November 24 • The Pathway to Change

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 
his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 

and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
 Matthew 13:24–26

No matter how down or up, tired or strong, 
betrayed or befriended, dishonest or 
upright, hurt or happy, rich or broke, God 
is the answer. That day on the highway, I felt 
my need to control simply melting away. 
As I’ve done many times since, I found 
a deeper sense of relationship with God, 
and my life began to change. &MIM25, 
Chapter 24

Jesus said the words recorded in John 
14:27. How is the peace that Jesus 

gives different from what the world 
offers? Discuss this with your group.

Daily Reading: Ezekiel 45:13–46:24, 
1 Peter 1:13–2:10, Psalm 119:33–48, 

Proverbs 28:11

Patsy and I had enjoyed a two-day visit with 
her parents in Miami. As we returned to 
Orlando, driving on a monotonous, 200-
mile stretch of turnpike, I unexpectedly 
bumped headlong into a deep, inner frus-
tration. I began asking God questions. I 
had no idea where they were coming from. 
Patsy saw the full spectrum of my emo-
tions. Then, as quickly as it began, the 
gush of questions stopped. It was as if God 
responded, “Look, I appreciate 
your concerns, but you just 
don’t need to know all that 
right now. Just trust Me.” 
Peace swept over me, even 
without specific answers. 

Life is a big question 
mark. God is a big answer. 

qü Monday—November 23 • Peace 

 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

consequences of the sinful choices we’ve 
made.

However, God still responds to David’s 
cries and prayers and turns the situation 
around for his good. After Ahithophel gives 
his advice, a man named Hushai gives dif-
ferent advice. He advises Absalom to first 
assemble all of Israel and then go after 
David. They go with Hushai’s advice and in 
doing so, give David time to escape.

2 Samuel 17:14 says: “Absalom and all the 
men of Israel said, ‘The advice of Hushai the 
Arkite is better than that of Ahithophel.’ For 
the Lord had determined to frustrate the 
good advice of Ahithophel in order to bring 
disaster on Absalom.” 

Sometimes our own actions can result 
in future trials. We think they are unjust, 
but our own actions may have contributed. 
Even so, trust in a sovereign and good God 
to bring about His plan and purpose for 
your life. :MIMBS 6

Have you experienced consequences for 
your own past decisions and labeled them 
injustices? Do you find it easier or harder to 
submit to a sovereign God in these situations? 
Why?

 Daily Reading: Ezekiel 40:28–45:12, James 
4:1–5:20, 1 Peter 1:1–12, Psalm 118:19–
119:32, Proverbs 28:3–10

David’s own son, Absalom, is trying to kill 
him. And now, David finds out Ahithophel 
(who once was one of David’s most trusted, 
wise advisors) is conspiring with Absalom. 
David could have had Ahithophel killed. 
But David didn’t take matters into his own 
hands. Instead, he prayed to God that 
He would turn Ahithophel’s counsel into 
foolishness.

Ahithophel advises Absalom: “Lie with 
your father’s concubines whom he left to 
take care of the palace. Then all Israel will 
hear that you have made yourself a stench 
in your father’s nostrils, and the hands of 
everyone with you will be strengthened” (2 
Samuel 16:21). This was David’s counselor 
and friend—talk about injustice! He then 
advised Absalom to assemble 12,000 troops 
and kill David right then—when David was 
vulnerable, tired and weary. Why would 
Ahithophel turn on David like this?

Earlier, in 2 Samuel 11, when David sends 
for Bathsheba, she is said to be the daugh-
ter of Eliam. This is a father whose daughter 
has been seduced into adultery and whose 
son eventually dies. Interestingly, in 2 
Samuel 23:24, Eliam is listed as the son of 
Ahithophel. Perhaps we have a little more 
context now surrounding Ahithophel’s 
motives for betrayal! Sometimes the 
injustices done against us are really 

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday —November 20, 21, 22 
 A Powerful Response

Now David had been told, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” 
So David prayed, “Lord, turn Ahithophel’s counsel into foolishness.”

2 Samuel 15:31
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ November 23-29: Ask the group to write the Lord’s prayer in their own words. Share 
those prayers with one another.

 • What praise and adoration can you give to God this week?

 • In what areas of life do you need God’s forgiveness?

 • What are some specific needs (for others or yourself ) that need to be lifted up to 
God?

Sometimes I also pray 
the Lord’s Prayer (see 
Matthew 6:9–13, Luke 
11:1–4), often dwell-
ing on one specific 
phrase. For instance, 
when I pray the 
phrase, “Forgive 
us our sins,” I may 
actually name the 
sins I’m confessing. 

Still, prayer cannot be reduced to a spe-
cific “formula.” It’s an RSVP to an invitation 
from God. “Present your requests,” he said 
(see Philippians 4:6–7 above). This daily 
habit can guard the heart and mind of the 
man who truly follows Jesus. &MIM25, 
Chapter 24

What are your greatest hindrances for 
cultivating a daily habit of Bible study and 
prayer? How are you dealing with those 
hindrances? Share your thoughts with your 
group.

Daily Reading: Daniel 4:1–6:28, 2 Peter 1:1–
3:18, Psalm 119:97–152, Proverbs 28:17–22

Coupling Bible study 
with prayer can open 
avenues for a two-
way conversation with 
God. I challenge men 
to write down impres-
sions, ideas and prayers 
that come to them 
while they are reading 
the Bible. Keep a jour-
nal of what you pray 
about, and record God’s answers. I use the 
acronym ACTS to help me pray:

A  is for ADORATION—praising 
God for his attributes.

C  is for CONFESSION—asking 
forgiveness for the sins I’ve com-
mitted. This helps me to keep short 
accounts with God.

T  is for THANKSGIVING—express-
ing gratitude to God for the many 
ways He’s blessed me and answered 
my prayers.

S  is for SUPPLICATION—asking 
for anything and everything that 
comes to mind, for myself but also 
for others.

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday—November 27, 28, 29 
 A Discipline of Prayer

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:6–7

days per week makes a huge difference. 
Underline passages that capture your inter-
est. Memorizing passages can increase your 
strength, courage and faith. Establish a daily 
routine of seeking God as He really is, as an 
act of discipline and an expression of faith. 
And couple that study with prayer to max-
imize your personal results. &MIM25, 
Chapter 24

Today’s devotional says, “I’ve never met a man 
whose life has changed in any significant way 
apart from the regular study of God’s Word.” 
Respond to that statement. Do you believe it’s a 
fair assessment? Why or why not? Ask another 
man his thoughts as well.

Daily Reading: Daniel 2:24–3:30, 1 Peter 
4:7–5:14, Psalm 119:81–96, Proverbs 28:15–16

Each year the Houston Astros and the 
Atlanta Braves come to Orlando for spring 
training. What do you think these million-
dollar thoroughbred athletes do for those 
weeks? Do they come to Florida to learn 
about obscure, rarely used baseball strat-
egies? No. They practice fielding, running 
and batting. They work out and exercise to 
make sure they are in peak condition. In 
short, they focus on the basics. Every day 
they hit, run and field. In the same way, the 
Christian should return to the basics daily.

A man’s first spiritual discipline is to pre-
pare for “real life.” I’ve never met a man 
whose life has changed in any signifi-
cant way apart from the regular study of 
God’s Word. Current research indicates 
that reading and studying Scripture four 

qüThursday—November 26 • Practical Daily Steps for Change

 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages 

of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:22–23

live in a world where good and evil live side 
by side, yet they are enemies. This strug-
gle dominates our literature, our news, our 
movies, and our TV shows. We may want 
to stand fully on the side of “the good,” but 
to the extent that we don’t stand guard 
daily, the other side plots to rob us of power 
and to break down our walls of resistance. 
&MIM25, Chapter 24

Life is a little bit like the treadmill at your gym. 
If you stop walking forward, you lose ground. 
Take a few minutes to consider your daily 
schedule. What habits are helping you to stay 
spiritually energized so you can keep walking 
forward in life?

Daily Reading: Daniel 1:1–2:23, 1 Peter 3:8–4:6, 
Psalm 119:65–80, Proverbs 28:14

You can save a fortune by 
using rechargeable bat-
teries. But if you don’t 
recharge them on sched-
ule, they won’t do the job. 

In the same way that 
batteries need recharg-
ing, the Christian must 

recharge his spiritual 
batteries every day. If we don’t, we will start 
at 100 percent on the first day, but the next 
day we’ll only operate at 85 percent power, 
the day after that 70 percent, then 50 per-
cent, then 25 percent. Before long, we don’t 
even have the strength to plug ourselves 
back into our power source.

The Christian pilgrimage is a moment-
by-moment, daily journey. It requires daily 
surrender, without which we will stray. We 

qü Wednesday—November 25 • The Case for Daily Effort

Stop listening to instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge.
Proverbs 19:27
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opinions?” (1 Kings 18:21). God doesn’t 
leave any room for divided loyalties or 
partial surrender. He calls us to have “undi-
vided hearts,” fully dedicated to pursuing 
His plans and purposes. That requires 
Jesus’ followers to commit to knowing and 
understanding Scripture, and living accord-
ing to the principles revealed in the Bible. 
&MIM25, Chapter 24

Honestly appraise your commitment to God. 
Have you been guilty of the sin of partial 
surrender? Are you trying to “have your cake 
and eat it too”? Are you willing to ask God to 

give you an “undivided heart”? If your 
answer is yes, then write a prayer 

to Him.

Daily Reading: Daniel 11:2–35, 
1 John 3:7–24, Psalm 122:1–9, 
Proverbs 29:1

When asked about his attitude toward 
whiskey, Fuller Warren, former governor of 
Florida, once answered, “If you mean the 
demon drink that poisons the mind, pol-
lutes the body, desecrates family life, and 
inflames sinners, then I’m against it. But if 
you mean the elixir of Christmas cheer, the 
shield against a cold winter chill, or the tax-
able potion that puts needed funds into 
public coffers to comfort little crippled chil-
dren, then I’m for it. This is my position, 
and I will not compromise.”

Similarly, many of us go back and forth 
between the life with Christ and the life in 
the world. We think we can “get by” with a 
partial surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Centuries ago, the 
prophet Elijah challenged 
the Israelites saying, 
“How long will you 
waver between two 

qü Thursday—December 3 • The Sin of Partial Surrender

Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that I may 
fear your name. I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.

Psalm 86:11–12

Christ for the first time? If not, Man in the 
Mirror can help you with that. Feel free to 
visit our website or contact us for additional 
help. After all has been heard and consid-
ered, the human soul alone passes from this 
life to the next. Given that fact, can any-
thing else really be more important than the 
eternal destiny of a human soul? &MIM25, 
Chapter 24

Do you have the desire and training to see 
others come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ? If 
not, what are you prepared to do to correct that 
situation? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: Daniel 9:1–11:1, 1 John 
2:18–3:6, Psalm 121:1–8, Proverbs 28:27–28

If Christ really has first place in our lives, 
then the natural result should be our desire 
to tell others about him. Every Christian 
has the command and the power to witness. 
Today’s Scripture passage (Acts 1:8) is often 
called “The Great Commission.” It summa-
rizes Jesus’ command to His followers just 
before He ascended to heaven. It doesn’t 
say, “Therefore, 37 percent of you go and 
make disciples…” It just says “go.”

Scripture says God wants all people 
everywhere to come into relationship with 
Him (see 1 Timothy 2:3). Do you reflect 
that same Godly desire to see others come 
to faith in Christ? If not, why? Do you have 
the ability to show someone how to trust 

qü Wednesday—December 2 • Daily Witnessing

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8

work in his life (see Galatians 5:22).
If we crucify our own ambitions, confess 

our sins, and give Jesus Christ first place in 
our lives, then the power of the Holy Spirit 
is available to meet every need. Living by 
the power of the Holy Spirit is that intense 
moment-by-moment love relationship 
with the living Christ. Or, having sinned, 
we tearfully confess and are restored. 
&MIM25, Chapter 24

Read Galatians 5:13–26. In your own words, 
based on that passage, describe the changes 
a follower of Jesus can expect in his life when 
the power of the Holy Spirit is activated in his 
life through surrendering to Jesus.

Daily Reading: Daniel 8:1–27, 1 John 2:1–17, 
Psalm 120:1–7, Proverbs 28:25–26

Scripture promises that, when we surren-
der control of our lives to Jesus, we become 
a temple for God’s Spirit. That means the 
power of the Holy Spirit works in us, chang-
ing us on the inside (our thought processes 
and motivations) so that our behavior will 
change as well. 

The Holy Spirit is given to all believers, but 
not all believers benefit from His presence 
and power, because they resist Him or they 
sin in other ways. Most Christians don’t 
understand how to live in a daily fellow-
ship with God. We simply surrender control 
of our lives to the mind of Christ at every 
moment. The person who does this can 
expect to see the fruit of God’s Spirit—love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—at 

qü Tuesday—December 1 • Daily Power

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 
1 Corinthians 3:16

battle every single time. When you become 
aware of a sin, confess it and ask God to 

forgive you. Scripture tells us, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:9). Don’t get stuck in the mire of self-
condemnation. Invite Christ to take control 
of your life again, and keep moving forward. 
&MIM25, Chapter 24

How have you seen God provide a safety valve 
when you were being tempted? Did you take 
advantage of the way of escape? Why or why 
not? Ask another man about his experience.

Daily Reading: Daniel 7:1–28, 1 John 1:1–10, 
Psalm 119:153–176, Proverbs 28:23–24

Everyone faces temptation. 
God promises He will 
provide an escape—
a safety valve—if we 
will choose it. The same 
Paul who wrote today’s 
featured Scripture pas-
sage also challenged Jesus’ 
followers to “take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 
10:5). I challenge men to develop a habit 
of rejecting tempting thoughts rather than 
dwelling on them. Then thank God for 
giving you power to defeat temptation. 
Remember, the initial thought is not sin. 
Christ gives you the power to choose your 
response to the thought.

It is true, though, that none of us wins that 

qü Monday—November 30 • Daily Temptation

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God 
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when 

you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.
1 Corinthians 10:13
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ November 30–December 6: What is the difference between whole-hearted devotion and 
partial surrender?

 • What evidence would you see in a life that is lived in partial surrender? 

 • What evidence would you see in a life that is whole-heartedly devoted to God and 
His work?

would apply to someone of less self-disci-
pline and intelligence, I thought, but I’m 
different. I think I can serve God just fine 
and still pursue my plans to acquire wealth. 
My own past failure in handling money bib-
lically provides my best qualification to 
write on this topic. I learned the hard way 
that Jesus’ words are just as true today as 
they were 2,000-plus years ago. &MIM25, 
Chapter 11

Jesus said if you try to serve both God and 
money, you’ll end up being devoted to one 
while you despise the other. Describe a 

situation where you might see that 
divergence lived out in real life.

Daily Reading: Hosea 10:1–14:9, 
Jude 1:1–25, Psalm 127:1–5, 

Proverbs 29:15–17

Jesus summarized the problem of money 
in today’s Scripture passage. “No one can 
serve two masters…” That word serve means 
“to be a slave to, literally or figuratively, vol-
untarily or involuntarily.” 

 • It’s not a question of advisability: “You 
should not serve both God and money.” 

 • It’s not a question of accountability: 
“You must not serve both God and 
money.” 

 • It is a matter of impossibility: “You 
cannot serve both God and money.” 

We are a slave to God or to money, 
but we cannot be a slave to both. 
Frankly, this teaching is hard 
to understand and accept. 
I used to think this prin-
ciple only applied to “weak 
people.” I can see how this 

qü Tuesday—December 8 • Who Are You Serving?

 No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

 Matthew 6:24

a clear view of God’s plan for our finan-
cial resources. By winking at Scriptures we 
don’t like, and cherry-picking Scriptures we 
do like, we tend to create our own tidy the-
ology about God and money. The result is 
a personal perspective that often suits the 
desires of our private wish-world, not one 
carefully chiseled by a search for truth. 
&MIM25, Chapter 11

Summarize your current financial situation in 
20 words or less. Based on that summary, if 
you could ask God any question about how to 
handle money, what would that question be? 
Share your thoughts with another man.

Daily Reading: Hosea 6:1–9:17, 3 John 1:1–14, 
Psalm 126:1–6, Proverbs 29:12–14

Recently I asked 150 men if they were 
having financial problems. Sixty per-
cent said yes. In fact, one man told me, 
“I don’t have any problems money can’t 
solve.” Fortunately, the Bible is a great 
training manual for making financial deci-
sions. Howard Dayton is a financial author 
and founder of a financial training minis-
try called Compass—finances God’s way. 
He has counted only about 500 Bible verses 
related to prayer, as compared to 2,350 
verses explaining how to handle money.

In spite of the abundance of financial 
advice on Scripture’s pages, many people 
have a low biblical IQ when it comes to this 
topic. I think, at least in part, it’s because 
you’d have to comb the entire Bible to gain 

qü Monday —December 7 • A Biblical View of Money

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16–17

really have a need. I’ll tell you what; I’d like 
to help. Why don’t you go ahead and work 
harder, and then I’ll pay you more money?” 
We often want God to increase our “pay” 
without putting forth any effort. To receive 
a higher wage, though, we need to take 
some daily steps to know Him as He is. 
&MIM25, Chapter 24

Describe three ways you’ve been tempted 
to conform to the world’s pattern in the last 
month. What does your response to those 

situations reveal about your level 
of commitment to pursing God’s 

plans for you? 

Daily Reading: Daniel 
11:36–12:13, Hosea 1:1–
5:15, 1 John 4:1–5:21, 
2 John 1:1–13, Psalm 
123:1–125:5, Proverbs 
29:2–11

God calls us to whole-hearted devotion, 
not half-hearted effort. He knows we live 
in a world system that seeks to push us into 
a mold. Yet He calls us to resist that pres-
sure. Instead, He says, we can allow Him to 
transform us by renewing our minds. That 
requires that we stop going through the 
motions and get serious about our eternal 
destiny and earthly purpose. 
Christ wants to empower 
us to break out of the 
mold of this world so 
we can lead authen-
tic Christian lives. But on a personal 
level, that requires daily surrender, 
examining our lives in light of Scripture, 
and to regularly rekindle our commitment 
to Him. 

My father once had an employee who said, 
“Mr. Morley, I need to make more money. 
If you’ll just pay me more money, I prom-
ise I’ll work harder.” With a twinkle in his 
wise eyes, my dad responded, “I can see you 

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday—December 4, 5, 6 
 Eternal Destiny and Earthly Purpose

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Romans 12:2
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ December 7-13: On a scale of 1 (not satisfied) to 10 (very satisfied), how would rate your 
current financial situation?

 • In which area are you most satisfied (salary, savings, debt, retirement, etc.)?

 • In which area are you least satisfied (salary, savings, debt, retirement, etc.)?

 • Discuss ways to become more satisfied with the financial areas of your life. How can 
you turn over those areas to God?

be humbled. What’s happening to me hurts, 
but I needed this.”

The housing bubble that collapsed in 2007 
and 2008 showed that Jack wasn’t alone. 
Many people were “out of control,” seeking 
bigger loans, bigger profits, bigger homes. 
Money is not the biblical standard of “pros-
perity” or well-being. God promises to 
meet our needs (as determined by Him and 
not by us) if we are faithful and obedient 
to Him (see Philippians 4:19). Since that’s 
true, we can conclude that feeling “out of 
control” is self-inflicted pain resulting from 
serving money rather than serving God. 
&MIM25, Chapter 11

Do you agree that “money is not the biblical 
standard of ‘prosperity’ or well-being”? Why or 
why not? Based on today’s Scripture passage 

from Proverbs 11:28, how 
would you define the biblical 

standard?

Daily Reading: 
Amos 4:1–9:15, 

Obadiah 1:1–21, 
Revelation 2:18–4:11, 
Psalm 130:1–132:18, 

Proverbs 29:21–25

My friend Jack built his dream home at the 
peak of his earnings and the peak of the 
housing market. Over lunch he told me 
his income plummeted to about 10 per-
cent of what he had been making. His debt 
was eating him alive. His eyes welled with 
tears as he mentioned he would have to sell 
his dream home. But then Jack related a 
remarkable story. He and his wife had taken 
in two teenage girls whose mom had died 
of cancer and whose sister’s husband kicked 
them out. Jack and his wife cared for those 
girls for 10 months till one got a full-ride 
scholarship to a great uni-
versity, and the other 
accepted an invi-
tation from 
three young 
Christian 
women 

to become their fourth 
roommate. Jack told me, 
“I would have never in 
a million years helped 
those girls if I had still been 
flying high. I was out of control. I needed to 

qüFriday, Saturday, Sunday—December 11, 12, 13 • Out of Control

Those who trust in their riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.
Proverbs 11:28

spread seeds on four kinds of soil, with four 
different results. Jesus indicated some seed 
fell on thorny soil, representing someone 
who hears God’s Word, “but the worries 
of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth” 
render the seed unfruitful. Money can be an 
insidious, beguiling distraction. Wealth may 
offer temporary satisfaction, but money will 
never satisfy a person’s deepest longings for 
peace, meaning and purpose. &MIM25, 
Chapter 11

Describe a situation in your own life, or in 
someone else’s, where “the worries of this life 
and the deceitfulness of wealth” have limited 
the fruitfulness of God’s Word. What were the 
results? Discuss this with your group.

Daily Reading: Amos 1:1–3:15, Revelation 
2:1–17, Psalm 129:1–8, Proverbs 29:19–20

Years ago, the “I Found It” campaign by 
Cru (formerly Campus Crusade for Christ 
International) saturated communities with 
media coverage. “I Found It” bumper stick-
ers were everywhere. If someone asked 
what the driver had found, they learned the 
answer: “New life in Jesus Christ.” 

Sandy directed the campaign in a wealthy 
Florida coastal town attracting upscale 
retirees. His team discovered that people 
living close to the water weren’t attentive, 
but interest increased as the team moved 
inland. Why? Wealthy people lived in con-
dominiums along the beach, while the 
service help working in coastal hotels lived 
inland, in mobile home parks. 

Wealth tends to distract people from 
issues of eternal consequence. Matthew 
13 records Jesus’ story about a man who 

qü Thursday—December 10 • The Power of Money

The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries 
of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.

Matthew 13:22

Money enslaves men. It will work you till 
you die. And after it has conquered your 

poor soul, its haunting laughter 
can be heard howling through 
the chambers of hell. Then it 
seeks another hapless, unsus-
pecting victim, finding another 
ambitious man who just wants a 
little bigger piece of the prover-
bial pie. &MIM25, Chapter 11

In your own words, describe the danger of 
loving money. Then describe one safeguard you 
can incorporate into your life to help you deal 
with the lure of gaining more wealth.

Daily Reading: Joel 1:1–3:21, Revelation 
1:1–20, Psalm 128:1–6, Proverbs 29:18

Jesus knows our need for money, and He 
knows the pressure we face to earn money. 
He also knows its allure, when 
left unchecked, tends to pull us 
away from Him.

In today’s chosen Scripture 
portion, Solomon analyzed the 
relationship between men and 
money. He knew that money is 
intoxicating. It is an opiate that 
addicts as easily and as com-
pletely as the iron grip of alcohol or drugs. 
Its power to change us for the worse is close 
to that of Jesus Christ to change us for the 
better. Money possesses the power to rule 
our lives, not for good and forever, as Christ 
does, but rather luring us like moths to a 
flame until, finally, our wings are set ablaze. 

qü Wednesday—December 9 • Money Enslaves Men

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is 
never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless.

Ecclesiastes 5:10
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in varying proportions, to be managed in a 
way that gives God glory. His preoccupa-
tion is not with accumulating wealth, nor 
with renouncing it. His goal is to be wise 
in the conduct of his affairs, and to make 
decisions that reflect God’s compassion for 
people. As Psalm 112:5 reminds us, “Good 
will come to those who are generous . . . , 
who conduct their affairs with justice.” 
&MIM25, Chapter 11

What financial decisions have you made in the 
last week? Have you been an effective steward 
of the resources God has given to you? Discuss 
your answer with your group.

Daily Reading: Nahum 1:1–3:19, Revelation 
8:1–13, Psalm 136:1–26, Proverbs 30:7–9

Prosperity theology and poverty theology 
both have strong Scriptural points, but theo-
logical error rises when a person sees either 
view as the total picture. Stewardship the-
ology weaves the virtues of both extremes 
with the rest of God’s Word about money 
and possessions. Stewardship theology 
would be impotent without the beautiful 
promises of God’s blessings, coupled with 
biblical admonitions to care for the poor.

I could list hundreds of Scriptures to illus-
trate stewardship theology, but in the end, 
that would only create a long list of rules 
and regulations. Being a steward is more 
of an attitude, an understanding that God 
owns and controls everything. A steward 
sees possessions as a trust, given by God 

qü Thursday—December 17 • Stewardship Theology

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 
1 Corinthians 4:2

resources, is 
equally full of holes. A proponent of this 
theology once accosted me in response to 
an invitation to a leadership conference. 
He said he wasn’t interested in my “elit-
ist luncheon.” This man held extensive 
postgraduate degrees, but he worked as a 
substitute schoolteacher, barely making ends 
meet. His theology caused him to ignore 
Scripture passages like today’s verse from 
Proverbs 10:22. &MIM25, Chapter 11

Explain how today’s Scripture from Proverbs 
10:22 pokes holes in both prosperity theology 
and poverty theology.

Daily Reading: Micah 5:1–7:20, Revelation 
7:1–17, Psalm 135:1–21, Proverbs 30:5–6

Prosperity theol-
ogy doesn’t hold water, because it claims 
you have to give to get. Proponents suggest 
that you can create a binding transac-
tion in which God is obligated to bless you. 
This view disregards both personal motives 
and God’s plan for an individual’s life. As a 
young businessman, I heard about pledg-
ing a tithe (10 percent) of a certain amount 
to God and then, by faith, claiming the 
income to support that amount. I calcu-
lated a nice round six-figure income that I 
secretly desired, and I pledged 10 percent 
of that amount. Suddenly my income was 
clobbered. I tried to buy God, and He chas-
tened me.

On the opposite end of the spectrum, pov-
erty theology, with its rejection of material 

q Wednesday—December 16 • Leaks in the Dike

The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, without painful toil for it.
Proverbs 10:22

some measure of the material blessings 
available to those who follow a tithing prin-
ciple. Many prosperity disciples assume 
that anyone facing financial struggles is 
lacking in faith. Many people who ascribe 
to this theology live consumptive lifestyles. 
The wise writer of Proverbs clearly warns 
of the flaws in both extremes. &MIM25, 
Chapter 11

Proverbs 30:7–9 warns of the danger of both 
poverty and prosperity. In your own words, 
explain how both extremes can lead to 
difficulties in our relationship with God.

Daily Reading: Micah 1:1–4:13, Revelation 
6:1–17, Psalm 134:1–3, Proverbs 30:1–4

Most of us have only a partial understand-
ing of God’s money principles. Everyone 
seems to have an opinion, and many of us 
can back up our viewpoints with specific 
Scriptures. Two opposing perspectives are 
poverty theology and prosperity theology.

A disciple of poverty theology may be dis-
gusted with man’s obsession with money. 
He may even see possessions as a curse, 
rejecting materialism in every form. He 
may have a strong bias toward helping the 
poor, but because of his personal choices, 
he probably lacks the resources to provide a 
solution. By contrast, a disciple of prosper-
ity theology often believes God wants His 
people to always live with an abundance of 
finances. Often this person has experienced 

qü Tuesday—December 15 • Poverty vs. Prosperity

Two things I ask of you, Lord; do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and 
lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 

bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, “Who is the Lord?” 
Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

Proverbs 30:7–9

problem, then, must be with men. God 
offered lots of financial advice throughout 
the pages of Scripture, because He knew 
money would be a primary competitor for 
our affections. He also knew that giving in 
to that temptation would yield temporal 
and eternal consequences. 

Money isn’t evil in itself, but the love 
of money gives birth to all kinds of evil. 
&MIM25, Chapter 11

How would you speak to a new Christian about 
the dangers of being lured by money? Ask a 
man in your group to share his answer.

Daily Reading: Jonah 1:1–4–11, Revelation 
5:1–14, Psalm 133:1–3, Proverbs 29:26–27

When the first of the month rolls around, 
and the mortgage payment isn’t made, the 
pressure begins mounting. The mortgage 
company isn’t looking for Jesus—it will 
only be satisfied with cash. Whether rich or 
poor, everyone needs money.

Money is a tool. It’s morally neutral, just 
like a handgun or morphine. Put a pistol in 
the hand of a policeman, and it’s a tool of 
justice. But in the hand of a criminal, it’s an 
instrument of evil. Morphine in the wound 
of a soldier saves him, but it is death in the 
arm of an addict. 

Money is simply a commodity, a medium 
of exchange, an inert means to other ends. 
Money, by itself, is uncomplicated. The 

üüqüMonday—December 14 • Is It Money, or Is It Me?

Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love 

of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

1 Timothy 6:9–10
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ December 14–20: Read several different translations or versions of Proverbs 30:7–9 
aloud to the group. 

 • What does that passage say about wealth?

 • What does that passage say about poverty?

 • How can both be hurdles in our relationship to God?

stunned and considered leaving Mary. It 
would have been completely understand-

able since she was carrying a child that 
did not belong to Joseph and they were 
not yet married. This pregnancy would 
have been interpreted as a shameful 
event. But Joseph didn’t leave and he 

cared for Mary and the baby. His 
faith far exceeded his age and he 
was greatly used in the life of 
Jesus. :MIMBS 7

Imagine if Joseph was your son. 
What guidance or wisdom would 
you have given him? Would your 

faith have matched his faith?

Daily Reading: Zechariah 
2:1–3:10, Revelation 13:1–18, 
Psalm 141:1–10, Proverbs 
30:18–20

Things have changed so much since the 
time of Jesus’ birth. We have electricity, 
running water, communication and 
technology. Many of our traditions 
and customs have changed as well. 
It makes it more difficult to under-
stand what Mary and Joseph 
must have gone through. It’s 
hard to imagine a young (some 
say teenage) couple tack-
ling all of the hurdles that lay 
before them. 

These two probably hardly 
knew each other and mar-
riage was a practicality of life, 
not a romantic fairy tale. Mary 
and Joseph were in a time of 
betrothal (similar to engage-
ment) when they received the 
news that Mary was pregnant 
with the Son of God. Joseph was 

qü Tuesday—December 22 • A Young Man of Great Faith 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Isaiah 7:14 

the life, ministry, death and resurrection of 
our Lord. The coming birth of Jesus would 
be the conclusion of many prophesies of 
the Old Testament and the continuance of 
God’s plan. 

How thankful we are for the prophecy and 
fulfillment of the life of Christ and the plan 
of salvation that God gave for each of us. 
:MIMBS 7

Do you believe God has a plan for your life? 
How does knowing that He has a plan for you 
help in your daily life?

Daily Reading: Zechariah 1:1–21, Revelation 
12:1–17, Psalm 140:1–13, Proverbs 30:17

Joseph was not just a young man chosen at 
random to be the earthly father to the baby 
Jesus. God put this plan into place hun-
dreds of years prior to Jesus’ birth. The 
lineage or genealogy of Christ included 
Abraham, David and Solomon. Generation 
after generation paved the way for the royal 
birth of the son of God to come through 
Joseph and Mary. They were part of a great, 
master plan. 

The Old Testament foretold that the 
Messiah or the Son of God would be born 
of a virgin in Bethlehem. He would come 
from the line of Judah and be a descendant 
of King David. It went on to prophesy about 

q Monday—December 21 • The Big Plan 

Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from 
David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.

Matthew 1:17 

responded to his friend’s advice, purposing 
that he would seek God before money. He 
began tithing. Though paying off the bal-
ances of his cut-up credit cards came first, 
he contemplated starting a savings account.

Todd was becoming a faithful steward 
of the resources God gave him. He could 
close his eyes and picture himself holding 
his money gently in the palm of his hand. 
He wasn’t grasping it tightly anymore, nor 
was he wasting it simply to acquire a greater 
heap of possessions. Todd became aware 
that God had entrusted a certain amount 
of money to him for a reason. He wanted 
to be a faithful administrator, learning to 
use his God-given resources in a way that 
would honor God and reflect His purposes. 
&MIM25, Chapter 11

Each of us has some possession or net worth 
goal, often unstated to anyone, which marks 
for us the place at which we will know we have 
“arrived” financially. What is yours? Are you 
willing to say to God, “Your will be done with 
regard to this goal or ambition”? Explain your 
answer.

Daily Reading: Habakkuk 1:1–3:19, Zephaniah 
1:1–3:20, Haggai 1:1–2:23, Revelation 9:1–
11:19, Psalm 137:1–139:24, Proverbs 30:10–16

For several months, Todd felt the pressure 
of mounting debt. He loved the good life 
and had followed the advice of magazine 
and TV ads. But his lifestyle put a strain on 
his family and weighed heavily on his mind. 
His wife Janelle supported him emotion-
ally, but she too felt hopeless, wondering if 
Todd would ever stop chasing the financial 
rainbow.

One particularly hot day, Todd looked 
longingly at the backyard pools in his 
neighborhood. He contacted a pool con-
tractor who agreed to drop by after dinner 
to discuss options. Todd wondered how he 
could afford a new pool. He approached a 
caring, Christian friend for advice about 

whether to finance 
the new pool. His 

friend chal-
lenged his 

material 
appetites, 

and 
Todd 

qü Friday, Saturday, Sunday—December 18, 19, 20 
 Honoring God

Honor the Lord with your wealth.
Proverbs 3:9
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 For Your Small Group 

 ❏ December 21-31: During this week of Christmas, focus on these three important aspects 
of the season:

 • The gift that God gave us through His Son, Jesus Christ.

 • The gift of the love of family and friends.

 • The gift of salvation you have to share with others. 

going to go look at this room.” He came 
back out and said, “There is no way I am 
going to let my wife stay in a dump like 
this. I’d rather stay in the stables. Come on 
Mary!” And the play went on.

We are all familiar with the Christmas 
story; we've heard it repeatedly. Sometimes 
we forget how significant Christmas is to all 
of us. It’s more than presents, trees, deco-
rations, carols and pageants. It is the birth 
of our Savior. It was a plan, made by God 
Himself, to send His only, beloved Son to 

earth, to die for our sins and give us 
eternal life! What a glorious 
plan! What a miraculous birth! 
What a mighty God we serve! 
:MIMBS 7

Find a few moments of quiet time 
this Christmas week and read the 
story of Christmas in Luke 2. End 
your time in a prayer of praise 
for this Christmas season and 
the importance of the very first 
Christmas.

Daily Reading: Zechariah 
8:1–11:17, Revelation 16:1–18:24, 
Psalm 144:1–146:10, Proverbs 
30:29–33

Billy was trying out for the annual 
Christmas play. He wanted the part of 
Joseph. But the teacher in charge picked 
someone else and Billy was cast as the inn-
keeper. He was upset that he didn’t get the 
part he wanted. Over the next few weeks of 
rehearsals he remained angry. 

On the night of the big pageant, Mary and 
Joseph came up on stage and knocked on 
the door of the inn. Billy, the innkeeper, had 
been thinking about this moment for quite 
some time. He opened the door slightly and 
said his line, “Can I help you?” 
Joseph responded, “We 
have come to see if you 
can give us room and 
board for the night.” 

Joseph and Mary 
stepped back and 
waited for the innkeep-
er’s famous line, ‘Sorry 
there is no room at the 
inn.’ Instead, Billy said, 
“Come on in, come on 
in! You can have the 
best room in the house.” 
Joseph was shocked 
and glared at Billy for a 
moment before he said, 
“Wait here, Mary. I am 

q Friday, Saturday, Sunday—December 25, 26, 27 
 The Great Story of Christmas

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.

Luke 2:11–12 

have chores, learn a trade and go to Temple. 
But Jesus would grow up and minister on 
earth for three years. He would die on the 
cross for their sins and ours, resurrect from 
the dead and give us eternal life! He would 
change and rule the world. Joseph and 
Mary were the earthly parents to the King 
of kings and Lord of lords! :MIMBS 7

As we celebrate Jesus’ birth this week, give 
thanks to God for His entire plan of Jesus’ birth, 
life, death, resurrection and His gift of eternal life.

Daily Reading: Zechariah 6:1–7:14, Revelation 
15:1–8, Psalm 143:1–12, Proverbs 30:24–28

Father, show me where I fit into this 
plan of yours. How can a man be father 
to the Son of God? Lord for all my life, 

I’ve been a simple carpenter. How can I 
raise a king? How can I raise a king? 

—Joseph’s Song by Michael Card

Mary and Joseph were full of faith. As they 
held the baby Jesus in the stable surrounded 
by cattle and sheep, surely they were amazed 
to be a part of the miracle of His birth. It 
must have been daunting to think about what 
the future held for the newborn Messiah. 

They would raise Him just as the other 
Jewish parents raised their boys. He would 

qü Thursday—December 24 • How Could It Be? 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

Luke 2:6–7

parents in 
a difficult 
situation 
that was 
impos-
sible to 
explain. 
They both 
heard God’s plan from the angels. They 
went to the town of Bethlehem to pay taxes 
and that was the place where the Messiah 
would be born. They may have wrestled 
with their calling, but they embraced it and 
followed God. :MIMBS 7

Have you ever had a mission from God that was 
impossible to explain? How did that plan play 
out?

Daily Reading: Zechariah 4:1–5:11, Revelation 
14:1–20, Psalm 142:1–7, Proverbs 30:21–23

C.R. Smith, director of Frontline Outreach 
in urban Orlando, told a story about a boy 
that came to the summer program. This 
young boy looked hurt and angry as he kept 
his arms folded and head down. C.R. asked 
the youngster, “What is wrong?” 

“Nothing!” the boy said. 
C.R. asked again, “Come on, you can tell 

me, what’s wrong, son?” 
The little boy angrily answered, “Oh, I 

ain’t got no dad!” 
C.R. replied, “What is the problem with 

that?” 
“Well, you can’t do nothin’ without a dad,” 

the little boy answered. 
Joseph was the earthly father or dad to 

God’s son, Jesus. God could have planned 
for Mary to raise Him alone. But He didn’t. 
He gave a young man a tremendous respon-
sibility—to parent the Messiah! 

Mary and Joseph were young, first-time 

qüWednesday—December 23 • Young Couple—Great Mission 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.

Luke 2:4
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everyone tells them they need to do, keep-
ing it all clean . . . but their hearts are dead. 
They’ve never understood that doing the 
right things mean nothing if our hearts are 
not filled with love for Christ. And if you 
sweep the house just so you can leave it 
empty, you are asking for the wrong com-
pany to show up. :MIMBS 8

What does it look like to keep a pure heart, a 
clear conscience, and a genuine faith??

Daily Reading: Malachi 3:1–4:6, Revelation 
22:1–21, Psalm 150:1–6, Proverbs 31:25–31

When was the last time you cleaned your 
house? Some people clean just because they 
enjoy it. But for most of us, thorough clean-
ing only happens when we are expecting 
guests.

We host a home Bible study group on 
Wednesday evenings. The couples involved 
think we are trying to disciple them, but 
actually I just want the house clean once a 
week! When we come in on Wednesday, it’s 
all hands on deck until everything is put in 
its place. Why? Because company’s coming. 

It’s the same with our lives. You don’t 
just sweep the house to leave it empty. Too 
many men are busy doing all the stuff that 

q Thursday—December 31 • Getting Ready for Guests

The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love 
that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 

1 Timothy 1:5 NLT

do in college to get into the right fraternity. 
That’s what we do on our jobs to get promo-
tions. And the list goes on and on. We like 
to “sweep.”

But Jesus’ story reminds us that sweep-
ing isn’t really the goal. The house must be 
inhabited. A neat, orderly but empty life is 

an invitation for the devil to move in 
with his friends. :MIMBS 8

Is your life orderly but your heart empty? 
Are you following the rules to get by, or 

truly preparing to share your 
house—your life—with Christ?

Daily Reading: Malachi 
1:1–2:17, Revelation 21:1–27, 
Psalm 149:1–9, Proverbs 
31:10–24

Jesus paints an interesting scene with a 
man, his house and evil spirits. Sounds 
more like a horror flick than a sermon! 
What is His point?

Notice the man’s activity. He swept his 
house clean. The reality is, when Jesus told 
this story, He was talking to some very 
religious men called Pharisees. He 
used a metaphor of someone who 
likes to get everything just the way 
it’s supposed to be. 

Men learn at an early 
age that success 
comes from play-
ing by certain rules. 
That’s what we do in 
elementary school to 
get chosen for the kick-
ball team. That’s what we 

q Wednesday—December 30 • Sweeping Is Not the Goal

“When an evil spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, seeking rest but 
finding none. Then it says, ‘I will return to the person I came from.’ So it returns and 
finds its former home empty, swept, and in order. Then the spirit finds seven other 

spirits more evil than itself, and they all enter the person and live there. 
Matthew 12:43-45a NLT

“What a wretched man I am! Who will 
rescue me from this body of death?” But 
then he answered the question: “Thanks be 
to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
May Christ rescue us and help us to be 
godly men! :MIMBS 8

What sinful habits do you 
have that you need 
Jesus to rescue you 
from? Spend some time 

in prayer repenting and 
renewing your trust in God.

Daily Reading: Zechariah 
14:1–21, Revelation 20:1–15, 

Psalm 148:1–14, Proverbs 31:8–9

About 1 in 18 American men actively seek 
to understand what it means to be a godly 
man. Even among those who engage in that 
effort, it can be a struggle to live a life dem-
onstrating the changes God is making in 
their hearts and minds.

What is it about us men that makes it so 
difficult to live the kind of life we want, 
to be the kind of man we want to 
be? We continually fall back 
into things that really don’t 
represent who we want to be 
before God.

Paul noted this strug-
gle in Romans 7 when he 
wrote the passage above. In 
seeming despair he wrote, 

q Tuesday—December 29 • Thanks Be to God!

So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I 
delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against 

the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.
Romans 7:21–23

maturity, careers and making major life 
choices. But those of us in a relationship 
with God can look to Him for guidance, 
read His words for direction and seek the 
counsel of other believers. Let’s consider 
how we can live a life that demonstrates the 
impact of our relationship with God and 
seek ways to share that impact with those 
who desperately need Him. :MIMBS 8

Complete this sentence: Manhood is . . . Where 
does your definition of “manhood” come from? 
Has that definition changed as a result of your 
relationship with God? 

Daily Reading: Zechariah 12:1–13:9, Revelation 
19:1–21, Psalm 147:1–20, Proverbs 31:1–7

You are one of 113 million men in America 
over the age of 15. You’re probably one 
of the 42 million men who profess a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. If you read 
this devotional regularly, you are one of 
only about 6 million men who are actively 
involved in discipleship or spiritual growth 
beyond church attendance. 

Too many men are basing their beliefs 
about manhood on the things of this world 
or the examples they have in their life, both 
good and bad. For many, those examples 
may have been abusive, distant or an alco-
holic. For others it may have been what they 
have seen in movies, on reality shows or in 
video games. 

We all struggle with relationships, 

q Monday—December 28 • What Means To Be a Man

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or 
stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is 

in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.
Psalm 1:1–2
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▶ No Young Man Left Behind continued from page 5

Guys don’t play Fantasy Football by themselves. They play with a group of other men where 
they can engage in a community around a common goal. They get to do stuff guys like to 
do; they meet up for the Fantasy Draft, talk every week about who did well and who didn’t, 
talk trash, and whine about coaching decisions. It goes on and on. 

The point is this. These guys are yearning for community. 

So how do we do a better job of reaching and engaging younger men in the church? I want 
to share a few principles with you that I think can shape our thinking by applying the No 
Man Left Behind Model.

Principle #1: The Man Code
Create an environment that is comfortable for Millenials.

What are some key components of that environment?

Authenticity. Younger men need us to be honest about our flaws. This helps 
guys feel safe about opening up and asking for help when they need it.

Engagement. Are you more interested in knowing or showing? Younger 
men want to see how to actually live out the gospel, not just know a 
bunch of theological concepts.

Mission. The next step is to provide opportunities to make a difference. 
Take those principles for living out the gospel and put them into practice.

Approachability. Provide an environment that is approachable and 
welcoming. You don’t have to have a coffee shop in your church lobby. But 
remember that not everyone is familiar with how church works, so explain 
things; don’t make people feel like they don’t fit in.

Ultimately, we need to point to Jesus as the leader, not to a personality or 
hip speaker. 

Principle #2: Create Value
Give young men what they need in the context of what they want.

Young men need the gospel. They need to be discipled. They need to know Jesus.

But men are at all different stages on their spiritual journey. When a man is early in his walk 
with little or no understanding of the Bible or Christianity, you have to cast the net wide. 
You draw men like this by meeting their “felt needs.”

Two of the biggest felt needs I have seen in men’s lives are the need to belong and to 
be good at something—community and competency. You see this idea in both the video 
games and fantasy football. Guys like to be part of something bigger than just themselves, 
and they like to make a contribution to the effort.

So if you want to reach a man, figure out what he wants to get good at, and then give him 
an opportunity to do that in a community. Create value for him by meeting his felt needs 
for fun, recreation, solving relationship struggles, and so on.
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Principle #3: Capture Momentum
Show them the right next step.

Once we get a young man to step forward and come to our BBQ, car rally or meet us for 
coffee, we need to be sure to always show them the right next step. Too often we do all this 
work to get a guy engaged with us in some activity, and then we don’t show them what’s 
next.

If you meet a young guy for coffee to talk, don’t leave until you confirm the date, time and 
place for the next conversation. When he comes to your paintball day or joins your service 
project, show him exactly what the next step is and, if possible, get him to commit to it 
before he leaves. Then text him to remind him.

Principle #4: Sustain the Commitment
Get them connected.

We need to connect guys into the longer-term discipleship opportunities 
in our churches, but with a very important qualification: they need to be 
the ones that are actually working! Don’t send a new guy to that Sunday 
School class that “just needs a few more people.” It’s shrinking for a 

reason. 

This might make you uncomfortable, but as men’s leaders in the 
church, we need to triage our discipleship activities. The ones that 
aren’t working are using valuable resources that could be used 
more effectively elsewhere. Sometimes you can give a leader a new 

vision and encourage him to change. Sometimes you just have to let 
an ineffective ministry fade away. 

But whatever you do, don’t do all the work to engage in a young man’s 
life, get him into relationship with some other guys, and then send him 
off to some black hole of an activity that will discourage him and drive 
him away.

It's All About Relationships
The key to all this is relationships, and so let me leave you with this 

point: To effectively reach younger men—in fact, all men—we need to help churches create 
an environment where the Holy Spirit can inspire men to engage in life-on-life discipleship. 

It takes a man to reach a man. All around us are unfathered young men who are yearning, 
desperate to engage in relationships that will help them become the kind of men they 
know in their hearts they were made to be.

We, the men of the church, must actively seek these men out, engage in life with them, and 
show them the power of the gospel, for the glory of God. 

• BRETT CLEMMER
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He was created of a mother whom He 
created. He was carried by hands that He 
formed. He cried in the manger in wordless 
infancy. He, the Word, without whom all 
human eloquence is mute.

—Augustine

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made. The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.

—John 1:1-3, 14

The Almighty appeared on earth as a help-
less human baby, needing to be fed and 
changed and taught to talk like any other 
child. The more you think about it, the more 
staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so 
fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.

—J.I. Packer

The greatest and most momentous fact 
which the history of the world records is 
the fact of Christ’s birth.

—Charles H. Spurgeon

Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the 
new-born king.” Peace on earth, and mercy 
mild, God and sinners reconciled!

—Charles Wesley

The Son of God became a man to enable 
men to become the sons of God.

—C.S.Lewis

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.

—Isaiah 9:6

But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

—Luke 2:10-11

It is a truth that, for twenty centuries, there 
have been untold numbers of men and 
women who, in untold numbers of ways, 
have been so grasped by the child who 
was born, so caught up in the message he 
taught and the life he lived, that they have 
found themselves profoundly changed by 
their relationship with him.

—Frederick Buechner 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.

—Matthew 1:21, ESV
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